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Secretary op State's Office, 

Providence J November 1, 1871. 

To the Honorable the General Assembly : 

Gentlemen : — The Eighteenth Annual Report upon the Registration 
of Births, Marriages, and Deaths in Rhode Island, is herewith presented. 

This report has been prepared by Dr. Edward T. Caswell, and presents 
the vital statistics for the year ending December 31st, 18T0, with the 
usual recapitulatory tables, and with additional comments. 

The number of births for the year was 5,215, or 30 less than in 1869 ; 
the number of marriages 2,362, or 73 more than in 1869 ; and the num- 
ber of deaths 3,238, or 144 less than in 1869. 

During the eighteen years and six months since the commencement 
of the present system of registration, i. e., from June 1, 1852, to De- 
cember 31, 1870, the records in the whole State have been as follows : 
children bom, 74,605 ; persons married, 63, 158 ; persons died, 48,292, 
showing in the aggregate, a record of the birth, marriage, or death of 
196,055 persons. 

The returns of Divorces are' again embraced in this report. During 
the year there were 237 suits for divorce disposed of by the Supreme 
CQ^rt. This is an increase of 52 over the number reported in 1869, 
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and must, I think, awaken some questioning as to whether our present 
laws are sufficiently stringent. 

The returns were on the whole more complete than in previous years, 
and in many of the towns great improvement was manifest in this 
respect. There are still some towns in Providence county, however, 
from which the returns are not what they should be. 

JOHN R. BARTLETT, 

Secretary of State. 
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TiBiE 11. BIETHS, 1870. 
Arranged by months, sexes, and divisions of (he State, 





SEX. 


1 


lllVISIONS OF THK STATE. 


MONTHS. 


t 


1 


i 


6 

a 
1 


8 

e 

1 
1 


1 


January, . . 
February.. 
Mai'ch .... 

April 

May 

June 

July 


Males 

Pemalea 

Total 

Males 

Feiualea 

Total 

Malea 

Fettialee 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 


195 
lU 
369 

186 
153 
339 

243 
232 

416 

199 
19T 
396 

228 
205 
433 

19T 
211 
414 

218 
208 
426 


14 
4 
18 

12 
7 
19 

12 
9 
21 

10 
9 
19 

14 
9 
23 

16 
8 
24 

10 
15 
25 


10 
18 
28 

9 
13 

22 

26 
20 
46 

14 
15 
29 

18 
12 
30 

14 
14 
28 

18 
14 
32 


13 
13 
26 

12 
16 
28 

23 
21 
44 

21 
10 
31 

20 
11 
31 

8 
19 

21 

16 
19 
35 


18 
51 
135 

57 
48 
105 

82 
83 
165 

61 
66 
133 

11 
11 
142 

64 
68 
132 

19 
12 
151 


10 
65 
135 

74 
60 
134 

89 
85 
114 

13 

83 
156 

89 
82 
111 

11 
91 
168 

80 
61 
141 


10 
11 
21 

22 


31 

SI 

25 

8 
14 

22 

16 
14 
30 

13 
11 
35 

15 
21 
36 
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Table II. BIRTHS, 18T0.— Continced. 





SEX. 


1 
1 
1 


DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 


MONTKS. 


1 


t 

I 


1 


i 

i 


f 
1 


■1 


August 

September. 
October . . . 
November. 
December . 


Males 

Pcmalea 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

FemaloB 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 


233 
2-J6 
459 

216 
226 
M2 

199 
202 
401 

265 
251 
516 

300 

245 
545 


12 
11 
23 

10 
10 

20 

8 
10 
18 

16 
13 

29 

19 
16 
35 


25 
13 

38 

14 
15 
29 

11 
16 
27 

21 
21 

42 

22 
10 
32 


15 
18 
33 

16 
21 
37 

12 
13 
25 

23 

27 
50 

29 
20 
19 


78 
94 
172 

85 
86 
171 

76 
71 
147 

96 
85 
181 

118 
104 
222 


80 
71 
161 

78 
72 
150 

70 
79 
149 

94 
88 
182 

93 
79 
172 


23 
19 

42 

13 
22 
35 

22 
13 
35 

15 
1" 
32 

19 
18 
35 


Whole year 


Males 

Females 

Total 


2,679 
2,536 
5,215 


153 
121 
274 


202 
181 
383 


214 
214 
428 


951 

905 

1,856 


967 

922 

1,889 


192 
193 
386 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES, 1870. 
Arranged by monilis, and diviidons of the ^ale. 



January 

February 

March 

First Quarter, . . 

April 

May 

June 

Second Quartci 

July 

September 

Third Quarter.. 

October 

November 

December 

Fourth Quarter. 

Whole Year. . . 
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TiDiE V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1870. 





AGES OP WOMEN. 




AGES OP MEN. 


1 


2 
S 


2 


S 

2 
S 


s 


5 
S 


S 

2 




S 
& 

a 


s 

5 
S 




1 


i 




81 
378 
127 

21 

12 
S 


30 
486 
312 

78 
27 
10 


89 
179 
96 
32 

ia 
e 


1 
15 
SO 
84 
85 
21 
14 
16 



1 
1 


4 
15 
10 
13 

24 
U 

7 
1 


6 

17 
9 

12 
3 
2 
1 




1 

5 
2 
3 

1 
1 




2 
1 

2 

1 
1 




2 
2 




ao and under 25 

25 " " 30.... 

30 " " 35.... 
35 " " 40.... 
40 " " i5.... 
45 " " 50.... 
50 " " 55.... 
55 " " 60.... 
60 " " 65 . . 


963 
663 
24T 
131 
100 
52 
51 
19 
17 








10 " " 75 








3 


T5 " " 80 
















2 


Not Stated 














2 




























Whole No. FeraaleB. 


63 


93 


42 


168 


86 


59 


34 


13 




■: 




4 


2,362 
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Table VI. DEATHS. 1870. 
Arranged according to months, sexes, and divisions of the Slate. 





SEX. 


i 


mVISIOSS OF THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


1 


1 


6 


6 

il 




1 


January 


Males.... 


. 144 


9 


7 


6 


50 


59 


13 


Feinalea. 


. 157 


5 


8 


10 


58 


68 


8 




Total . , . 


. 301 


14 


15 


16 


108 


127 


21 


February 


Males... 
Females . 


120 
. 104 


4 
5 


7 
9 


13 

■ 8 


38 

27 


51 
49 


7 
6 




Total . . . 


, 224 


9 


16 


21 


65 


100 


13 


March 


Males... 


123 


4 


15 


10 


33 


49 


12 




Female a . 


. 133 


3 


6 


19 


41 


55 


9 




Total . . , . 


. 256 


7 


21 


29 


74 


104 


21 


April 


Males... 


125 


7 


6 


11 


32 


59 


10 


Females . 


95 


7 


9 


9 


16 


47 


7 




Total . . . . 


. 220 


14 


15 


20 


48 


106 


17 


May 


Males. .. 


96 


4 


■i 


6 


34 


36 


9 


Females.. 


. 127 


T 


7 


10 


35' 


52 


16 




Total . . . . 


223 


11 


14 


16 


69 


88 


25 


June 


Males... 


97 


5 


10 


6 


31 


37 


8 




Females. . 


. 97 


6 


4 


7 


30 


40 


10 




Total . . . . 


. 194 


11 


14 


13 


61 


77 


18 


July 


Males.... 


. 163 


6 


7 


9 


57 


l^ 


8 


Females . 


. 170 


8 


11 


12 


58 


71 


10 




Total 


333 


14 


IS- 


■ 21 


115 


147 


18 


Augufit 


Males.... 
Females. 


. 185 

211 


12 
15 


IS 
14 


16 
19 


65 
80 


59 
68 


15 
15 




Total . . . . 


. 396 


27 


32 


35 


145 


127 


30 


September.. - 


Males.... 
Females. 


. 149 
149 


5 
4 


11 
14 


19 
21 


52 

49 


53 

44 


9 
17 




Total . . . . 


. 298 


9 


25 


40 


101 


97 


26 


October 


Males.... 


131 


5 


13 


. 16 


41 


46 


10 




Females . 


140 


5 


14 


15 


46 


52 


8 




Total . . . . 


271 


10 


27 


31 


87 


98 


18 




Males... 


. 115 


5 


11 


8 


38 


46 


7 






125 


5 


15 


12 


41 


45 


7 




Total . , . 


. 240 


10 


26 


20 


79 


91 


14 


December 


Males . , . 


. 140 


i 


13 


14 


51 


47 


11 






142 


6 


15 


7 


50 


54 


10 




Total . . . 


. 282 


10 


28 


21 


101 


lOI 


21 


Whole Year. 


Males.... 


. 1,588 


70 


125 


134 


522 


618 


119 




Females.. 


. 1,6.50 


76 


■126 


149 


531 


645 


123 




Total . , . 


. 3,238 


146 


251 


283 


1,053 


1,263 


242 
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TABLE VII. DEATHS. 1810. 
Showing the number of each eex in cocA period of life in every town 



TOWNS 



POPOLATION, 1870. 



Kiunber. 



Deaths, 1870. 



Barriiigtonl 

Bristol 

• Warren 

Brihtol County. . 



Males, 

FenialeB, 

Males , 

Females, 

Males, 

Fetnatea, 

Males, 

Females, 



Coventiy 

Bast Greenwich . . 
West Greenwich. 

Warwick 

Kent County . . . . 



Vameatown 

Little pompton. , 

Middlctown 

Newport 

New Bhoreham. . 

Portsmouth , 

Tiverton , 

Newport County, 



4,350 
2,661 
1,133 

10,463 
18,591 



Females, 
I4aleB, 
Females, 
Sfales, 

Females, 
Males, 
Females, 
Mal,es, 



1,166 



Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

12,52? Males, 

Females, 

1,113 Males, 
Females, 

2,003 Jfales, 



20,052 



1,899 Males, 
Females, 
Males, 
Females, 



d females p 
through ■■ 



tfi^prei 



Duot be obudned at 



1810.] 



T«iiLE YII. DEATHS. 1810. 
aj\d division of the State ; aUo the ratio of.deatha to populaiioti. 
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Table VII.. DEATHS, 1870,— CoNTiNCEn. 



[1810. 



TOWNS 



P0PUI.ATIOR, 1870. 



Bumllvillo 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

Eaat Providence . . 

Foster 

Gloceater 

Johnston 

, North Providence. 

Pa^vtucket 

Scituate 

SmJthfield 

Wootisuckct 

Pbov. Co. Towns. 

Providence City. . 

Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkiuton 

North Kingstown . 
South Kingstown . 

Richmoud 

Westerly 

Washington Co. . 



4,674 Males, 

Females, 
4,822 Males, 

Fern ales, 
3,882 Males, 

Females, 
2,868 Males, 

Females, 
1,630 Males, 

Females, 



4,187 Males, 

Females, 
20,494 Males, 

Females, 
6,619 Males, 

Females, 
3,846 Males, 

Females, 
17,376 Males, 

P'e males, 
7,698 Males, 

Females, 

80,281 Males, 



1,462 Males, 

Females, 
2,682 Males, 

Females, 
3,569 Males, 

Females, 
4,493 Males, 

Females, 
2,064 Males, 

Females, 
4,709 Males, 

Females, 



. 1,15 
'. 1.45 
.1.13 
.1.05 

'. 0.4S 
'. 0.84 
'. 1.57 



.1.22 
! 1.03 
'. 1.46 



. 0.89 
. 0.82 
. 1-30 
'. 1.46 
M.18 
^2.18 
!o.75 



1810.] DEATHS. 

Table VII. DEATHS, 1870.— Continued. 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1870.— Recapitulation. 





POPULATION, 1870. 


DEATHS, 1870. 


• 

u 

24 
16 


• 
CI 

1 

1 

1 

3 
2 




COUNTIES. 


Whole 
Number. 


• SEX. 


11 

v o 

1.66 


• 

146 


• 
CO 

10 

1Q 


eo 

1 
1 

s 

04 


Bristol County . . 


9,421 


Males, 
Females, 


• • • • 

• • • • 


• • 

• • 


Kent County 


18,691 


Males, 
Females, 


• • • • 

• • • • 


1.36 


261 


126 
126 


23 
20 


4 

1 


2 
2 


Newport County. 


20,062 


Males, 
Females, 


• • • • 

• • • • 


1.41 


283 


134 
149 


31 
22 


8 
6 


6 

1 


Providence Co . . . 


149,187 


Males, 
Females, 


• • • • 

• • • • 


1.66 


2316 


1140 
1116 


242 

236 


100 

88 


42 
33 


Washington Co . . 


20,098 


Males, 
Females, 


■ • ■ • 
• • • • 


1.20 


242 


119 
123 


19 
12 


9 
6 


6 

• ■ 


Whole State 


211,366 


Males, 
Females, 


• ■ • • 

• • • • 


1.49 


3238 


1688 
1660 


339 
806 


124 

108 


66 
36 
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Table XL OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1870. 

Showing the average age at death, in the several occupations, Providence 
city being separated from the rest of the State, and ages under twenty 
excluded. 





WHOLE STATE. 


PROVIDENCE CITY. 


REST OF STATE. 


OCCUPATIONS. 
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I. Agriculturists. 
Farmers 


9,213 
265 

219 

95 

1,047 

46 

80 

152 
71 
76 

221 

270 

2,598 

71 

161 
87 
61 

182 
23 
33 
59 


65.81 
53.00 

54.75 
31.67 
52.35 
46.00 
80.00 
38.00 
71.00 
76.00 
73.67 
54.00 
57.73 
35.50 
80.50 
43.50 
30.50 
45.50 
23.00 
33.00 
2Q .50 


219 
244 

74 

73 

361 

46 

• • • • 

40 

n 

76 

83 

116 

in 
n 

161 

87 
28 
75 

• • • • 

33 
59 

• • • • 

• • • • 

524 

27 

412 

357 

• • • • 

• • • • 

96 
161 


54 . 75 
61.00 

74.00 
36.50 
45.12 
46.00 

40.00 
71.00 
76.00 
83.00 
58.00 
59.46 
35.50 
80.50 
43.50 
28.00 
37.50 

33.00 
29.50 

43.67 
27.00 
41.20 
44.62 

48.00 
32.20 


8,994 
21 

145 

22 
686 

• • • • 

80 
112 

• • • • 

• • • • 

138 

154 

1825 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

33 

107 

23 

• • • • 

• • • • 

45 

87 
42 

• • • • 

877 

742 

76 

121 

• • • • 

1,570 


66.13 


Gardeners 


21.00 


II. Mechanics and 
A rtisans. 

Bakers 


48.33 


Barbers 


22.00 


Blacksmiths 

Bleacher 


57.17 


Boat Builder 

Butchers 

Boiler Maker 

Brewer 


80.00 
37^33 

* • • • ■ 


Cabinet Makers 

Calico Printers 

Caroenters 


69.00 
51.33 
57.03 


Carriage Trimmers . . . 
Caulker 




Cigar Maker 

Cooks 


33.00 


Coooers 


53.50 


Dver 


23.00 


-■-'j'^*- •••.. 

Encrineer 




Enerravers 




File Cutter 


45 4.^ . 00 


45.00 


Harness Makers 

Jewelers 

Laoidarv 


87 

566 

27 


43.50 
43.54 
^T 00 


43.50 
42.00 


Machinists 


1,289 5i. 56 

1,099,52.33 

76 7fi 00 


58.47 


Masons 


57.08 


Miller 


76.00 


Millwrights 


121 

96 

1,731 


60.50 
48.00 
41.21 


60.50 


Moulders 




Operatives 


42.43 
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OCCUPATIOSS. 



Painters 

Pattern Maker 

Photographers 

Printers 

Sail JUakers 

Ship Carpenters 

Silversmiths 

Shoemakeru 

Stone Cutters 

Slater 

Sugar Refinera 

Tailors 

Tallow Chandler 

Tinsmith 

Wheelwrights 

Not specified 

III. Labobbrs. 

Coachmen 

Hostlers 

Laborers 

Porter 

Teamsters 

Waiters 

IV. Bcsuj£as Men. 

Agents 

Broker 

Bank Cashier 

Book-keepers 

Clerks 

Grocers 

inn-keepers 

Justice of the Peace. 

Mauufactnrcrs 

Merchants 

Peddlers 

Saloon-keepers 

Traders 



4 38-50| 
9 45.271 
9 79.00' 

8 39,00 

5 32.50 

9 54.50 
8 69.50 
5 35.00 

t.U 
914.76 
2 32.00 
2 41 . 00 
55.00 
80.00 
5 55 . 00 
74.00 
5 53.46 



68.00 
147.00 
5 49.85 
9 49,00 
6.'>0.55 
132.75 



248 62.00 
7670.00; 
59!59.00i 

250^50, 00' 4| 

20' 625'31,25, 18i 

10 576 57.60: 4l 

61 310:52, 67i 3| 

li 63(i3,00l ..| 

11! 61555,91 4| 

24 1,43059,58! 13: 

4| 232(58:00; 2 



26 26,00 
411;51.37 
79 79. 00 
31 .SI. 00 
65 32.50 

68:68.00 
35135,00 
220 44,00 



5 55 , 00 

6 73,00 
6 49.20 



2 57.33 

1 47 . 00 
47-47 ■ 
949.00 

3 50-75 
1 30.33 



186 62,00 

"5959,60 
226 5H.50 

553^30.72 2: 

203 50.76. 6, 

16254. OOl 3 

•■■■I I ll 

250 62.50 7 

823 63,31! 11; 

101 50,501 2' 

209 '41, 80: 3 

111,37,00, 6 



8 59.00 
5 51 '94 



3 50,43 

40.00 



62 62.00 
70 70,00 

,...! 

24 24,00 
72:36.00 
373 62.17 
154 51.33 

63 63,00 
365 .52 , 14 
607 55-18 
131 65 50 
160 53,33 
325 54,17 
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Table dp. OCCUPATIONS, 1870.— Continued. 





WHOLE STATE. ' 


PROVIDENCE CITY. 


BEST OF STATE. 


OCCUPATIONS. 
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0). 

A 
1 

2 

2 
2 
3 
6 
1 
2 

2 

4 

11 

3 

1 
17 
3 
2 
3 
4 


Aggregate 
Age. 


1 

< 

< 


O 

xi 

« • 

£.2 
s-o 

A 

• • 

2 

2 
2 

• • 

2 

• • 

1 
1 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

5 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Aggregate 
Age. 


1 
1 

< 


O 

u 

A 
1 

m • 

• • 

• • 

3 
3 
1 
1 

1 
4 
4 

3 

1 

12 

1 

• • 

1 
2 


Aggregate 
Age. 


< 


Transportation . . 

Watchmen 


73 
99 

157 

53 

122 

263 

23 

91 

158 
273 
540 

125 

20 
457 
102 

47 
127 
249 


73.00 
49.50 

78.50 
26.50 
40.67 
52.60 
23.00 
45.50 

79.00 
68.25 
49.09 

41.67 

20.00 
26.88 
34.00 
23.50 
42.33 
62.35 


• • • • 

99 

157 

53 

• • • • 

119 

• » • • 

27 
75 

• • • • 

317 

• • • • 

• • ■ • 

124 

80 

47 

105 

136 


49.50 

78.50 
26.50 

59.50 

27.66 

75.00 
45.28 

24^86 
40.00 
23.50 
52.50 
68.00 


73 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

122 

144 

23 

64 

83 
273 
223 

125 

20 

333 

22 

• • • • 

22 
113 


73.00 


V. Professional Men. 
Clerervmen 




^^ ^J .»J-»V-'»-». . .... .... 

Draughtsmen 

Lawyers 


46^67 


Physicians 


48.00 


Students 


23.00 


Teachers 


64.00 


VI. Seafaring Men. 
Boatmen 


83.00 


Fishermen 


68.25 


Mariners 


55.75 


VII. Soldiers. 

VIII. Females. 
Milliner 


41.67 
20.00 


Operatives 


27.75 


Seamstresses 

Sisters of Mercy 

Tailoresses 


22.00 
22 . 66 


Teachers 


56.50 
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Table XI. OCCUPATIONS, 18T0.— Continued. 



RECAPITULATION. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Agriculturists 



Mechanics & Artisans 



Laborers 



Business Men 



Professional Men. . . 
Seafaring Men 



Soldiers. 
Females . 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 

.a 
'A 



145 



28'7 



193 



107 



15 



n 



30 



All Classes 



799 



bO . 



9,478 

14,647 

9,592 

5,461 

709 



971 



125 



1,002 



41,985 



bo 

< 



65.36 



50.68 



49.69 



51.04 



47.27 
57.12 
41.67 
33.40 



52.55 



PROVIl>ENCE CITY. 



O 



8 



114 



93 



62 



7 



8 



13 



305 



5 

bo . 



463 



5,438 
4,406 
2,982 



bo 



57.87 
47.70 



47.38 



48.09 



356 50.86 



392 



49.00 



492 37.85 



14,529 



47.64 



REST OF STATE. 



O 

;z5 



137 
175 



100 



45 



8 



9 



17 



494 



I 

bo . 

00^ 



9,015 
9,209 
5,186 
2,479 
353 
579 



125 



510 



27,456 



<1 



65.80 



52.62 
51.86 
55.09 
44.12 



64.33 



41.67 



30.00 



55.68 
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METEOEOLOGIOAL, 1870. 



The following tables were compiled from the observations of Pres- 
ident Alexis Caswell, of Providence. 

Table XIII. 

Showing the mean altitude and range of the Barometer, the prevaUing 
winds, the mean relative humidity, mean cloudiness of the sky, the 
number of days of rain or snow, and the quantity of rain and melted 
snow, for each month of the year 1870. 



Peevaiukq Winds 



I 

la 
1-3 
la 



January 

February 

March 

*April 

May 

fJune. 

Jnly 

lAug^Bt 

Sept*mbor.. . 

October 

November . . . 
December . . . 

Whole year. . 



1.279] 
0.888 
0.866 
0.580 
0.456 
0.588 
0.811 
1.221 



81.7 ' 
72,9 . 
73.2 . 
72.7 
72,5 : 



5.47 

5,50 
2,56 

8.22 
2,48 
1.71 
2,U 
6.62 



29.086 1.444 77 41134 10" 74,4 4,7 8849.02 



> Two dsfB omitted. 



I One dft)' omitted. 



(Three days omitted. 
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Shoudng the mean t^nperature, the highest and lowest temperattire, the 
monthly range, the mean daily range, and the greatest change in twenbf- 
/our hows, for each immlh of the year 1810. 





"■—-»- 


1 
1 
1 


Greotest oluuigo in 3* houre. 


MONTHS. 


i 


1 


j 


J 


-^1 
|S1 


.™. 


January 

February . , . 

March 

April 

May 

Jane 

July 

August 

September . . 

October 

November . . 
December... 


33».4 
27.5 
31.0 
4T.3 
55.9 
68.5 
72.7 
72.5 
63.2 
56.3 
42.6 
31.8 


56" 
51 
48 
73 
84 
93 
92 
92 
83 
71 
63 
52 


10« 

8 
16 
33 
38 
50 
54 
49 
41 
27 
24 

6 


46" 
43 
32 
40 
48 
43 
38 
43 
42 
44 
37 
46 


11".2 
11.8 
10.3 
14.1 
15,5 
15.3 
15.1 
15.5 
17.0 
15.8 
12.7 
10.2 


22"r. 

22 f. 

24 r. 

25 r. 
28 f. 
24 r. 

23 r. 
22 r. 

26 r. 

27 r. 
21 r. 
30 r. 


nth. 

21 at. 

15th. 
27th. 
4th. 
28th. 
23d. 
31 at. 
X3th, 15th and 23d, 
24th. 
8th and 17th. 
30th. 


Whole year. 


50.22 


93 


6 


87 


13.7 


30 r. 


December 30th. 



In looking over the Meteorological record for the year 1870, we 
observe in the firat place that the temperature of the entire year was 
2''.42 above the average for 39 years. It was I'.SS ■warmer than any 
other year in that period. Every month was warmer than the aver- 
age, witii the exception of March, which was three degrees below tie 
average temperature. January was 6".4 above the average, June, 
3*. 3 above, and only two-tenths of a degree below the warmest June 
in the above period. July waa 2*'.4 above the average, and August 
3*. 7, and equal to the wannest August in the same period. During 
the three summer months there were aix days in which the temper- 
ature reached 90" and upward, and immdy-six days in which it waa 
85" and upward. The following table shows the mean temperature 
for each of the summer months, and the mean for the three months 
in each of the last seven years, a period covering the years in ^^cli 
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the relations of the weather to mortality have been discussed in these 
reports. 



MONTHS. 

June 

July 

August 

\ 

Mean 



18'70. 


1869. 


1868. 


1867. 


1866, 


1865. 


68^5 

•72.7 

72.5 


64M 

70.1 

66.8 


64M 

71.7 

69.4 


65^9 

67.7 

69.3 


64M 

72.8 

64.5 


68^7 

69.3 

68.2 


71.23 


67.00 


68.40 


67.63 


67.13 


68.73 



1864. 

65^6 
70.4 
70.7 

68.90 



We thus see that the summer of 1870 was 2^.33 warmer than the 
warmest, and 4^.23 warmer than the coolest summer in the above 
period. The summer of 1870 was exceptionally warm throughout 
the whole country, and without doubt the memory of its sultry heat 
is fresh in the minds of all. 

Again the quantity of rain for the vhole year, 49.02 inches, was 
6.65 inches in excess of the average, although it was very unevenly 
distributed throughout the year. During the first half of the year 
there fell 31.30 inches, and during the last half but 17.72 inches. 
Up to the first of July, every month had an excess of rain, with the 
exception of May, which had 1.10 inches below the average. This 
excess varied from 0.34 inches in February, to 4.90 inches in June. 
After the first of July, every month was short of rain, with the 
exception of October, which had 2.17 inches above the average. This 
diminution varied from 0.57 inches in July, to 2.23 inches in August. 
June had more than double the average amount, and August less 
than half. But notwithstanding the excess in the entire amount of 
rain for the year, a severe and widespread drought extended through- 
out the autumn and up to the close of the year, Li contrast with 
this large amount of rain it is remarkable that the number of days 
on which rain or snow fell in measurable quantity was but 88, a 
much smaller number than in either of the six previous years. 
During that period the number of days on which rain fell varied 
from 112 in 1869, with a rain-fall for the year of 47.70 inches, to 
122 in 1866, with a fall of 46.04, while, as we see above, in 1870 we 
had 88 days, with a fall of 49.02 inches. 

In the last report we noticed an unusual prevalence of westerly 
winds, and a diminution, especially, of north east winds. In 1870 
the balance was somewhat restored, as there were 77 days in which 
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the wind came from some point between the North and East, while in 
1869 there were but 51. The number of days in which the wind 
came from some point between West and North was 107, while in 
1869 it was 134. With these remarks, we turn from the Meteoro- 
logical record to the consideration of the mortality from those dis- 
eases which are supposed to havB a greater or less dependence upon 
atmospheric changes.- 

We would premise that the total number of deaths for the year wa^ 
3238, or 144 less than in 1869. Turning to Table VIII we find that 
the number of deaths from cholera infantum for the whole year was 
213, which is by far the largest number from tliis cause in either of 
the last seven years, and the largest since the commencement of the 
Registration Reports. The nearest approach to this number is 154 in ' 
1868. The following table shows the number of deaths from this 
cause in each of the specified months for each of the last seven years, 
and the total for the given months. 



MONTHS. 

June 

July 

August 

September . . . 

Four months . 



18*70. 


1869. 


1868. 


186T. 


1866. 


1865. 


11 


3 


1 


3 


1 


4 


15 


36 


15 


26 


38 


40 


69 


58 


n 


40 


39 


50 


34 


42 


43 


56 


20 


33 


139 


139 


130 


125 


98 


127 



1864. 

3 

28 
57 
27 

115 



We thus see that in 1870, commencing with the heat in June, we 
have a most decided increase in the deaths from cholera infantimi. 
The largest monthly number during the period above mentioned, 
occurred in July 1870, when it reached 75. August of the same 
year had but two less than the next largest, which was 71 in August 
1868. We have already remarked that June was almost the warmest 
June in a long period of years, and it had an excessive amount of 
rain. This was followed by a very hot July, and an August almost 
as hot — surpassed in temperature by no August in 39 years — and 
marked by a great deficiency in rain. In this siunmer then of great 
heat and rain followed by great heat and drought, we have a large 
increase in the deaths from cholera infantum. Let us now compare 
July 1870, in which the deaths were the most numerous, with July 
1868, in which the deaths were the least, for we throw June out of 



1870.] 



METEOEOLOGICAL. 



16 



the question, as the deaths in 1870 from this cause were quite excep. 
tional. The following table shows at a glance the meteorolc^cal 
phenomena of the two months. 







H 


ll 


WIND. 


1° 


1 




J.LY. 


1 


i 


1 


i 

If 


.1 


18G8 


30.032 
29.967 


7l''7 
72''7 


11"6 
15"1 


GI 3 


15 
11 


5 
6 


8 
6 


2.09 

2.48 


85.9 


1870. 


72 9 













We have then in 1870, with 60 more deaths from cholera infantum, 
a barometer almost equal, a difference of one d^ee in temperature, 
an increased daily range of the thermometer, a very little more rain 
falling on almost as many days, with a relative humidity considerably 
less, and with but slight variations in the prevalent winds. In fact 
the meteorological phenomena are almost identical, and yet so far as 
cholera infantum are concerned the two months stand at the extremes 
of the scale. 

Let us now compare August in the same two years, in which months 
the deaths were 71 in 1868, and 69 in 1870. 











WIKI). 








ioansT 


S 


1' 


H 


a, 


t 


V. 


H 


•3 


=i3 




\ 




1^ 


\ 


\ 


1 


§ 


-.t 


If 


■3^ 








* 




m 




* 


< 




1868 


30,054 
29.998 


69"4 
72"5 


12 "9 
15"5 


10 

L 


3 


1fi 


6 


12 
6 


4.55 
1.71 




1870 


2:20 













Thus in the^e two months almost identical in the number of deaths 
from cholera infantum, we have a diflference of 2°. 9 in temperature, 
and of 2". 6 in mean daily range. In one it rained on twice as many 
days as in the other, and the amount of rain was almost three times 
as much. In one for a third of the time the wind came from the 
East, and in the other on only one day. 

We have then, as the result of the whole comparison, that when 
the atmospheric changes were almost identical, the number of deaths 
from cholera infantum varied considerably, and when the number of 
deaths was almost the same, the atmospheric phenomena were entirely 
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diflferent. These are certainly curious facts, and as no single comparison 
will suffice to establish or disprove a theory, the tendency will be, 
notwithstanding these illustrations, to ascribe the large number of 
deaths from cholera infantum in 1870 to the excessive heat. But if 
the increase in the deaths from cholera infantum is ascribed to the 
influence of the heat, what can be said by the upholders of the same 
theory to the fact that, precisely in that very hot summer, the deaths 
from dysentery were but 33, the smallest number in any of the last 
seven years, and the deaths from diarrhoea also 33, and as small as in 
any year of the same period ? If the hot weather was favorable to 
mortality in the one case, it certainly was not in the other, and the 
State enjoyed comparative immunity from the effects of the last 
named diseases. 

The deaths from pneumonia in 1870 were 152, or 16 less than in 
1869, and 11 less than in 1868. Of these 82 occurred in the first 
four months of the year, and in the other years mentioned, 85 and 81 
occurred in the same period. For the last four years the largest 
number of monthly deaths from this cause has occurred in April, and 
there has been a singular imiformity in this number. Thus in 1870 
it was 25 ; in 1869, 26 ; in 1868, 25 ; and in 1867, 27. The differ, 
ence in the temperature of April in 1870 and in 1869 was but one- 
tenth of a degree. In 1868 it was 5^,4 colder than in 1870, while 
the mean of the barometer was precisely the same ; in 1870 there 
were just twice as many days of North East wind : and yet in those 
two years the deaths in April were exactly the same. The preceding 
month in 1868 was 3^.4 warmer than iA 1870 — which as has been 
stated, was 3^ colder than the average — and the deaths from pneu- 
monia were respectively 18 and 19, while in 1869 it was but 
one-tenth of a degree cooler than in 1870, and yet it had 25 deaths 
from pneumonia. Again, January in 1870 had 20 deaths from this 
cause, and in 1869 but 12. The temperature of this month in 1870 
was 6^.4 above the average, and 3^.4 warmer than in 1869, and it 
was preceded by a warm December, and in 1868, which was the 
coldest in thirty-nine years, the deaths in January from this cause 
were but 15, although the mean temperature of the month was just 
10** below that of 1870 ! In short we find very much the same con. 
tradiction that we have noticed in connection with cholera infantum. 
We will not extend our remarks under this head. The facts that have 
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been presented show that in an exceptionally hot summer the number 
of deaths from cholera infantum were greatly increased, and from dys- 
entery and diarrhoea diminished, and that if the increase in cholera 
infantum was due to the heat at all, it must have been to its long 
continuance, as individual months show exactly different results. 
And still further it has been shown that in a very mild winter and 
spring the deaths from pneumonia were exactly the same as in a very 
cold one. We can hardly therefore believe that the rise or fall of 
temperature or other variations which the meteorological tables recog- 
nize, have much to do with these specified diseases. As we stated in 
one of these reports some years ago, it is probable that there are other 
elements in the atmosphere, the variations of which we cannot at 
present accurately measure, but which may bear a more important 
and definite relation to the causation of disease. 
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By reference to Table I, on page 2, it will be seen that in the year 
1870, there were recorded in the State of Rhode Island, fifve thousand 
two hundred and fifteen (5,215) births ; two thousand three hundred 
and sixty. two (2,362) marriages; smd three thousand two hundred 
and thirty-eight (3,23$) deaths. 

A comparison of the results of registration in the State for the 
last eighteen years, is as follows : 

Whole number Living 

Year. of Births. Still-bom. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 

1854 2,105 78... 2,027 1,047. 1,720 

1855 2,926 124 2,802 1,375 1,846 

1856 2,906 183 2,723 1,535 2,042 

1857 4,026 185 3,841. 1,536 2,325 

1858 4,203 177 4,086 ;. 1,438 2,616 

1859 4,500 177 4,323 1,672 2,270 

1860 4,060 167 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 146 4,694 1,633 2.927 

1862 4,125 123 4,002 1,450 2,591 

1863 3,691 Ill 3,580 1,618 3,207 

1864 3,892 138 3,754 1,844 3,360 

1865. ...................... .3,955. ........... 177. .......... .3,778. .......... .1,896. .......... .3,405 

1866 4,902 172 4,730 2,318 2,970 

1867 5,127 163 4,964 2,344 2,889 

1868 5,372 212 5,160 2,285 2,912 

1869 5,245 220 6,025 2,289 3,382 

1870 5,216 234 4,981 2,362 8,238 

The number of births in 1870 was a little smaller than in the 
preceding year, and the proportion of still births was larger. The 
number of marriages was more than in any previous year of registra- 
tion. The number of deaths was smaller than in the preceding year, 
but with that exception it was larger than in any year since 1865. 
In 1870 the number of living children born was 1,743 more than the 
number of decedents in the same year ; in 1869 the excess of births 
over deaths was but 1,643, while in 1868 it was 2,248. As compared 
with 1868 we have still in 1870 a diminution in the number of births, 
and an increase in the number of deaths. 

On the next two pages will be found a comparison of the births, 
marriages, and deaths in each town in the State, in 1870, with the 
population of each town by the census of 1870 ; and also a compari- 
son of the statistics in each town for the three years, 1868, 1869, 
and 1870. 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND IN 1870, COMPARED 
WITH THE POPULATION BY THE CENSUS OF THE SAME YEAR. 



TOWNS 

AND DIVISIONS OF 

THE STATE. 



Barrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Bristol County.... 

Coventry 

East (ir<?enwicb, 

West Greenwich 

Warwick 

Kent Coumtt 

Jamestown 

Little Compton 

Midoletown 

Newport 

New Shoreham ...... 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 

Newport County... 

Burrillyille 

Cranston 

Cumberland.. .. . . . . . 

East Providenoe. . . . 

Foster 

Gloc^ster 

Johnston 

North Providence. . . . 

Pawtucket 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonsccket 

pRov. Co. Towns 

Providence City.... 

CharlestowD 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. . . . 
i:^outh Kingstown. . . . 
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Westerly 
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41.6 


62 
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17 


111.6 


0.b9 


168 


68.4 
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64.8 
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86.6 
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20 


120.6 
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1.46 
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84.1 


44 


88.2 


1.18 


18 
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96.3 
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13 


62.7 


8 
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9.49 
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87.2 
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1.69 


69 


66.1 


78 


84.8 
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64.9 
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81.8 
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67.8 
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1.08 
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1.46 


757 
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36.9 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS IN EACH TOWN IN RHODE ISLAND IN 

EACH OF THE THREE YEARS, 1868, 18C9, AND 1870. 



TOWNS 


BIRTHS. 


MARRIAGES. 


DEATHS. 


AND DIVISIONS OF 
THE STATE. 


1868. 


1869. 


1870. 


1868. 


1869. 


1870. 


1868. 

17 

64 
62 

183 

62 

86 

21 

102 

210 

6 
12 
6 
210 
17 
29 
24 


1869. 

11 

88 
70 


1870. 


Barrinfirton 


180 
66 


12 

180 

66 


7 

208 

64 


7 
41 
48 


4 
47 
55 


6 
32 
46 


18 


Bristol 


87 


Warren 


46 






Bristol County 

Coventrv 


262 

86 
64 
80 

187 


24^ 

89 

66 

29 

216 


274 

76 

76 

81 

201 


96 

33 
34 
16 
82 


106 

33 

30 

10 

116 


83 

42 

32 

12 

126 


169 

69 

46 

21 

176 


146 
61 


East Green wioh 

West Greenwich. .... 
Warwick 


62 

24 

114 
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14 
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37 


211 
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6 

98 

12 

7 

26 
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4 

14 

10 
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18 
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Little Compton 

Middletown 


13 
12 


Newport 


195 


New Shoreham 

Portsmouth 


21 
22 


Tiverton 
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Burrillville 
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94 

96 

70 

21 

64 

127 

667 

184 

41 
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214 


428 

100 

116 
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38 

16 

48 

118 

608 

172 

68 

285 

21 18 


176 

30 

28 

65 

18 

24 

20 

26 

210 

41) 

46 

127 

168 


166 

32 

21 

66 

11 

12 

11 

20 

220 

45 

6h 

119 

116 


168 

43 
20 
67 
18 
18 
16 
24 
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69 
3 

129 
122 


304 

61 

68 

29 

31 

12 

30 

68 

278 

101 

28 

169 

126 


264 

67 

65 

65 

89 

18 

3b 

48 

362 

97 

44 

177 

126 


283 
64 


Cranston 


70 


Cumberland ... 

East Providence 

Foster 


44 

28 
8 


Glocester 


20 


Johnston 


66 


North Providence. . . . 
Pawtucket 


347 

78 


Scituate 

Smithfield 


47 
179 


Woonsocket 


112 






pRov. Co. Towns .... 

Providence City. . . . 

Charlestown 

Exeter 


1,911 

1,866 

14 
17 
69 
76 
184 
61 
87 

• 


1.960 

1.824 

19 
6 

68 
62 
96 
45 
84 


1,856 

1,889 

16 
11 
69 
60 
83 
67 
90 


77:! 

872 

18 
19 
39 
29 
34 
12 
69 


728 

930 

6 
11 
21 
31 
30 
14 
68 


767 

969 

18 
18 
84 
80 
28 
10 
61 


963 

1,110 

10 
12 
26 
43 
66 
19 
27 


1,126 

1,256 

14 
13 

87 
64 
71 
22 
46 


1,053 
1,268 

10 

12 


Hookinton 


86 


North Kingstown. . . . 

South Kingstown 

Richmond 


62 
53 
46 


Westerlv 


36 






Washington Co. ... 
Whole State 


447 
6,372 


875 
5,246 


885 
6,216 


205 
2,285 


171 

2,289 


194 
2,362 


192 
2,912 


267 
3,382, 


242 
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Comparing the results on page 50 with the similar table in the 
preceding report, based upm the returns of the same census, we find 
that the births and deaths have diminished in proportion to the popu- 
lation, and the marriages have increased. Thus in 1869 the births 
were one to every 41.4 of the population, and in 1870 they were one 
to every 41.7. The deaths in 1869 were one to every 64.2, and in 
1870, one to every 67.1 of the population. And on the other hand 
the marriages in 1869 were one to every 47.5, while in 1870 they were 
one to every 46.0. It will be observed that the diminution in the 
deaths is in a much larger ratio than in the births. 

From the table on page 51 we perceive that the chief diminution 
in the number of births is in the Towns of Providence County. 
There was an increase in Bristol County, in the City of Providence, 
and in Washington County. There was an increase in the number of 
marriages in each of the divisions of the State, with the exception of 
Bristol County, in which there was a diminution. The number of 
deaths was greater in Newport County and in the City of Providence, 
but less in each of the other divisions. 

With these general observations we proceed to consider in detail, 
the facts relating to births, marriages, and deaths in 1870. 
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It has been already stated, on page 49, that the number of births in 
Khode Island for the year 1870 was 5,215. This number is 30 less 
than in 1869, and 157 less than in 1868, but 88 more than in 1867, 
and more than in any of the previous years. 

The particulars of the births are found in the tables on pages 2 — 6 
inclusive, and these we will now consider. 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 5,215 children bom in the State of Rhode Island in 1870, 
there were 2,679 males ancl 2,536 females. Thus there were 105.6 
males to 100 females ; or 51.37 male and 48.63 female children in 
each 100 bom. The following table shows the number and propor- 
tion of the sexes, in the children born in the State of Rhode Island 
in each of the eighteen years and seven months from 1852 — 1870, 
inclusive : 

SEX OF CHILDREN BORN. 

Children. 

t « » Males to each 

Years. Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1852-3 1,432 1,404 102.0, or 60.49 and 49.51 in each 100. 

1854 1,081 1,003 107.8, or 51.87 and 48.13 in each 100. 

1865 1,492 1,421 105.0, or 51.22 and 48.78 hi each 100. 

1866 1,479 1.407 105.1, or 51.25 and' 48.75 hi each 100. 

1857 2,057 1,948 105.6. or 61.36 and 48.64 m each 100. 

1858 2,200 2,053 107.2, or 61.73 and 48.27 in each 100. 

1859 2,209 2,097 105.3, or 61.30 and 48.70 hi each 100. 

1860 2,263 2,212 102.3, or 50.57 and 49.43 in each 100. 

1861 2,531 2,291 110.5, or 62.49 and 47.51 in each 100. 

1802 2,152 1,967 109.4, or 52.25 and 47.75 m each 100. 

1803 1,892 1,788 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100. 

1864 1,949 1,942 100.3, or 60.09 and 49.91 m each 100. 

1865 2,096 1,857 112.9, or 53.02 and 46.98 m each 100. 

1866 2,546 2,366 108.0, or 61.94 and 48.06 m each 100. 

1867 2,665 2,464 107.0, or 51.87 and 48.13 hi each 100. 

1868 2,745." 2,627 104.5, or 61.10 and 48.90 in each 100. 

1869 2,685 2,560 104.9, or 51.19 and 48.81 in each 100. 

17i 35,474 33,397 106.2, or 61.51 and 48.49 m each 100. 

1870 2,679 2,686 106.6, or 61.37 and 48.63 m each 100. 
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We thus see that the chief diminution in the births of 1870 is on 
the side of the females. The number of females bom in 1870 was 
24 less than in the previous year, and the number of males but 6 
less. As a consequence of this we see that the proportion of males 
in each 100 females is increased. This proportion it will be observed 
was larger than it had been for the two years previous. 

In the city of Providence, in the year 1870, there were 1,889 births, 
of which 967 were males, and 922 females. Thus to every 100 
females born there were 104.9 males, or in 100 births there were 
51.19 males and 48.81 females. The proportion of male births in the 
city was therefore less than in the State, and the proportion of females 
greater. It is singular that these proportions in the city for 1870 are 
precisely those of the Statd for 1869, when in the city there were 
107.5 males to each 100 females, or 51.81 males and 48.19 females 
in each 100 births. What the State has gained the city has lost. 
The same fact that the proportion of males was larger in the State 
than in the city occurred in 1868, when there was in the city 102.4 
males to every 100 females, or 50.59 males and 49.41 females in each 
100 births, while in the State there were 104.5 males to each 100 
females, or 51.10 males and 48.90 females in each 100 births. 

During the 17 years from 1854 to 1870 inclusive, the births in the 
city of Providence vere 27,328. Of these there were 14,110 males 
and 13,218 females, or to each 100 females there were 106.7 males, 
or in each 100 births, there were 51.63 males and 48.37 females. If 
we now compare these figures with the table on page 53, which covers 
nearly the same period, we find that the facts of 1870, and of 1868, 
in regard to the proportion of male births in the city, as compared 
with the State, are exceptional, and that as a rule the proportion of 
males born in the city is greater than in the State. 

SEX AND LOCALITY. 

Referring to Table II, we find that the numbers and proportions of 
each sex, in each division of the State in 1870, were as follows : 



BIKTHS, 1870. 



Males 

Females 

Total 

Males to each 100 females 
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214 
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967 
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The following table shows the number of males to each 100 females, 
in the several divisions of the State in each of the last eight years : 





BIETHS. 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
Co.: Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


Washington 
Coimty. 


Whole 
State. 
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120.0 
106.8 
119.3 
109.4 
115.5 
117.4 
115.7 
126.4 


98.4 

87.3 

118.2 

113.1 

98.3 

88.7 

116.7 

111.6 


97.0 
90.6 
108.8 
103.4 
117.8 
100.2 
102.7 
100.0 


101.8 
107.4 
118.9 
104.9 
106.3 
101.6 
98.0 
105.1. 
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97.3 
113.8 
108.4 
104.5 
102.4 
107.5 
104.9 


108.7 
103.4 

88.1 
124.0 
120.4 
136.5 
120.6 

99.5 


105.8 
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1864 


100.3 


1865 


112 9 
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1866 


108.0 
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1867 


107.7 
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1868 


104.6 


OD 


1869 


104.9 
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It is worthy of notice that in Newport County in 1870 there were 
just as many males bom as females, and in Washington County one 
more female than male. In glancing at the last table it will be per- 
ceived that in the period comprised, Bristol County alone has always 
given a preponderance of male births, and in most of the years men- 
tioned they have been decidedly in excess. 

SEX AND SEASON. 

Table II shows the number and sex of -the children born in each 
season of the year 1870 ; and from this table we derive the following 
results in relation to the proportion of the sexes bom in connection 
with season : 

January to March 624 males, 559 females, or 111.6 males to each 100 females. 

April to June 624 males, 619 females, or 100.8 males to each 100 females. 

July to September 667 males, 660 females, or 101.0 males to each 100 females. 

October to December ^..764 males, 698 females, or 109.2 males to each 100 females. 



YThole Year 2,679 males, 2,536 females, or 105.6 males to each 100 females. 

The smallest proportion of males occurred in the second quarter, 
but it and the third are so nearly equal, that this year can hardly be 
called an exception to the rule, that the largest proportion of males 
are bom in the first, and the smallest in the third quarter of the year. 

SEASON. 

The following table shows the number of children bom in Rhode 
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Island in each quarter of the last five years, and also the aggregate 
for eighteen years, from 1853 to 1870 inclusive : 

18G6. 1867. 1868. 1869. 1870. 1852^1870. 

January— March 1,085 1,260 1,275 1,221 1,183 17,411 

April— Juno 1,102 1,191 1,280 1,249 1,243 17,383 

July— September 1,277 1,233 1,309 1,391 1,327 18,802 

October— Dfecember 1,438 1,435 1.448 1,384 1,462 18,597 



Total 4,902 5,119 6,372 5,245 5^15 72,183 

PARENTAGE. 

Table I shows the parentage of the children born in Rhode Island 
in the year 1870. The following table shows the parentage of the 
children born in the State, in each of the last three years, and also 
in the aggregate for two periods of five years each preceding, i. e., 
from 1858-1867, inclusive. 

Five Years. Five Years. 
PARENTAGE. 1870. 1869. 1868. 1863-1867. 185a-1862. 

American 2,267 2.325 2,470 9,712 10,609 

Foreign 2,372.... 2,355.... 2,339 9,968 9,697 

American father and Foreign mother. .. . 256.... 255.... 268 876 814 

Foreign father and American mother 320.... 310.... 295 941 755 

Parentage not stated 70 223 

Total 6,215.... 5,245.... 5,372 21,567 22,098 

The percentage of each class in the several periods given above is 
as follows : 



Five Years. Five Years. 
PARENTAGE. 1870. 1869. 1868. 1863-1867. 1858-1862. 

.^X-XUGiriOCvIl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• v^Oa^ I • • • •44*00« • • a^Oa ftlOa • • • • • 

JS GiQxZTk •••••••••••••••••••••«••••••*••• s^A/v^O* • • a^lft* vv • • • •40*i^%» • • • • • 

American fother and Foreign mother. . . 4.91.... 4.86.... 4.98 

Foreign father and American mother. . . 6.14.... 5.91.... 5.50 



Total 100. 00... 100.00... 100. 00. 
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.100.00 100.00 



In connection with the last table we would draw special attention 
to the small percentage of children bom of American parentage in 
1870. Previous to the year 1863 more children were bom every year 
of American, than of foreign parentage. Since 1863, in each year, with 
the exception of 1868, the percentage of children bom of foreign pa- 
rentage has exceeded that of American. In 1870 the percentage of 
children born of American parentage is smaller than in any previous 
year, while the percentage of those bom of foreign parentage is less 
than it has been in several years, with the exception of the two years 
preceding. There is consequently an increase in the percentages of 
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mixed parentage, and especially of those of foreign fathers and Ameri- 
can mothers, and, as was stated in the last report, this percentage has been 
regularly increasing for the last seven years. It should be borne in 
paind in^considering this question of mixed percentage that probably 
in a large majority of instances the native element is but one remove 
from the foreign. The foreigner, who has recently emigrated, marries 
the child, bom in this country, of one who came to our shores not 
very long ago, and their children, though classed among those of 
mixed parentage, are virtually of foreign extraction. 

From Table I we find that in Rhode Island in the year 1870 there 
were more children bom of foreign than of American parentage in 
each of the |following towns, viz. : Bristol, Warren, Burrillville, 
Cranston, Cumberland, North Providence, Pawtucket, Smithfield, 
Woonsocket, and the city of Providence. In the preceding year the 
same towns had an excess of foreign births, but the city of Providence 
had more births of American than of foreign parentage. 

In seven towns, viz. : Barrington, West Greenwich, Jamestown, 
Little Compton, New Shoreham, Foster, and Exeter, there were no 
children bom of foreign parentage in 1870. In this list West Green- 
wich and Jamestown are added to the similar list of the preceding 
year. 

OOLOBED OHILDEEN. 

There were 158 colored children bom in the State of Rhode Island 
in 1870. This number was 22 more than in 1869, 11 more than in 
1868, 13 more than in 1867, 34 more than in 1866, and more 
than in any previous year. Of these births, 86 were males, and 42 
females. In the Report of the City Registrar of the city of Provi- 
dence for 1869, attention was drawn to the fact of the great prepon- 
derance of male births among the colored children. For a period of 
sixteen years, the report states, there were 119.7 males to each 
100 females among the colored children bom. In the State, for 1870, 
the percentage of male births is very nearly the same, it being 54.43, 
or to every 100 females 118.4 males. 

8 
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The number of colored children born in each town in the State in 
1870, was as follows : 



Bristol 9 

Warren 1 

East Greenwich 4 

Warwick 3 

Newport 17 

New Shoreham 1 

Cranston 1 

East Providence 1 

Glocester 2 

Johnston 3 



North Providence 2 

Pawtucket 1 

Ilopkinton 8 

South Kingstown 2 

Richmond 1 

Westerly 3 

City of Providence 104 

Total' 158 



PLURALITY BIETHS. 

According to Table III, there were 64 cases of plurality births 
reported in the State of Rhode Island in 1870. Of these 30 were in 
the city of Providence, and 20 in the towns of Providence county. 
Of these 64 cases, 25 were of American, and 21 of Irish parentage. 
There were two cases of triplets. One in the town of Warwick, in 
the month of March, the children all males and of American parent- 
age, and one in the town of SmithJSeld, in August, the children being 
two males and one female, and of Irish parentage. 

During the eighteen years from 1853 to 1870 inclusive, there were 
reported in Rhode Island 72,387 cases of child-birth, producing 73,191 
children, as follows : 

71,598 cases of single births, giving 71,598 children. 

774 cases of twin births, giving 1,548 children. 

15 cases of triple births, giving [45 childroi, 

72,387 total cases of child-birth, giving 73,191 children. 

Of the whole number of (72,387) cases of child-birth, one in 93.5 
produced twins ; and of the whole number of (73,191) children born, 
one in 47.3 was a twin. 

Of the whole number of (789) cases of plurality births, in eigh- 
teen years, in 344 both parents were American ; in 386 both parents 
were foreign ; in 61 the parentage was mixed, and in 8 unknown. 

Of the 1593 children born in plurality cases, in the eighteen years 
named, there were 793 males, 796 females, and 4 sex not stated. 

STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 

The statistics on this point, it will be remembered,. are derived from 
the returns of deaths. In the year 1870 there were reported in the 
State of Rhode Island, 234 cases of still-birth. There were 13 towns 
in which none were reported, and of those reported, 137 were in the 
city of Providence. 

Sex, — Of the still-bom 130 were males, and 104 females. 
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Parentage. — ^In 1870 there were 99 still-bom of Americaiij and 135 
of foreign parentage. 

Season, — The number of still-born reported in the several months 
of 1870, was as follows : January, 16 ; February, 17 ; March, 17 ; 
April, 22 ; May, 18 ; June, 16 ; July, 19 ; August, 16 ; September, 
21 ; October, 19 ; November, 23 j December, 30. Total, 234. 

SUMMAfiY — STILL-BOEN. 

The following table shows the huniber of still-born and the sex, 
for the period from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1865, and for 
each of the last five years : 

June Ist, 1852, to 
Dec. 31st, 1865. 1866. 1867. 1868. 1869. 1870. Total. 

Males 1,109 118 92 ^24 130 130 1,703 

Females 738 64 71 84 90 104 1,141 

Sex not stated 48 4 62 



Total 1,895 172 163 212 220 234 2,896 

Sex. — We see from the last table that since the 1st of June. 1852, 
there have been reported in the State of Rhode Island, 2,896 still- 
bom children. Of these, 1,703 were males, 1,141 females, and 52 
sex not stated. This gives 59.88 males, and 40.12 females in each 
100 still-bom children ; or 149.3 males to each 100 female still-born 
children. 

Parentage, — ^The parentage of the still-bom children is not furnished 
by the reports prior to January 1859. During the period from 
1859 to 1870 inclusive, the whole number of still-bom reported, was 
2,040, divided according to parentage as follows : American, 816 ; 
foreign, 1,222 ; not stated, 2. Total, 2,040. The proportions accord- 
ing to parentage for the period mentioned are 40.0 American, and 
60.0 foreign in each 100. If now, from the table on page 56, we com- 
pare the parentage of all the children bom during the last eight years, 
arranging those of mixed parentage under the parentage of their 
fathers, we find that the proportion was 49.37 American, and 50.63 
foreign in each 100 children born. Comparing these figures with 
those just given above, we see, as has often been shown in the reports, 
that the proportion of the foreign element among the still-bom, is 
much larger than the foreign proportion of all the children. 

Season. — ^The season of the year in which the still-births occurred 
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in Bhode Island, -was as follows for the eighteen years, 1853 to 1870 
inclusiTe. 



HONTHB. 


18 yean 


Months. 


18 years. 


MOHinS. 


16 years. 


Months. 


ISyem. 


am 


April 

May 
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Jnly 

iiWM, 
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S60 


October 
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.346 




"^ 


idQusiter. 
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4UiQnarter. 











First six months, 1,367 ; second six months, 1,490. Total, 2,857. 



KUMBEB OF THE CHILDREN. 



The following table shows the number of the child of the mother ; 
that is, whether the child whose birth is reported, is the first, second, 
third, &c., child of its mother. The facts relate to the children 
bom in Rhode Island in 1870, as well as for all bom during the 
thirteen years from 1857 to 1869 inclusive, and the total for fourteen 
years. 

mjHBEB OP THE CHILD, FOUETEEN TEAES, ISBT-ISTO. 
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Total 


B,084 


M,S68 


60.7ffl 



The proportion of first children bom in 1870, in Rhode Island was 
26.4 in each 100, and for the period of fourteen years it was 24.9. 
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The proportion of second children born in 1870 was 20.4 in each 100, 
and for the period of fourteen years it was 20.0. 

In 1870 one mother in Woonsocket gave birth to her fifteenth child, 
all of which have been daughters. 

The following table shows what percentage of the children bom in 
each of the last ten years, was the first, second, third, &c., child of 
the mother. The calculations are only carried to the fifth child. 



No. OP Child. 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


1869. 


1870. 


First 


24.53 
19.65 
17.07 
12.13 

8.87 


24.03 
19.24 
17.82 
11.63 
9.32 


22.78 
20.47 
14.93 
13.42 
8.79 


23.17 
19.49 
15.65 
12.96 
9.56 


24.29 
18.05 
16.14 
12.12 
10.59 


25.35 
19.26 
14.28 
11.74 
9.94 


27.78 
19.15 
14.59 
10.64 
8.94 


27.24 
19.83 
13.92 
11.65 
8.01 


25.23 26.41 


Second 


20.84 

15.02 

11.30 

8.39 


20.40 


Third 


15.66 


Fourth. 


10.33 


Fifth 


8.12 






First to Fifth 


82.25 
17.75 


82.04 
17.96 


80.39 
19.61 


80.83 
19.17 


81.19 
18.81 


80.56 
19.44 


81.10 
18.90 


80.65 
19.25 


80.78 
19.22 


80.82 


Sixth and over 


17.18 






Total 


100.00 


100.00 


loo.ooiioo.oo 


100.00100.00 


100.00100.00 


100.00100.00 





















The proportion of first children born in 1870 was larger than in 
1869, and the proportion of second children, though smaller than in 

1869, was with the second exception of 1863, the largest in either 
of the ten years. The proportion of children up to the fifth, born in 

1870, was greater, and of those beyond the fifth, less than in 1869. 
The proportion of first children in 1870 was a little more than one- 
fourth of the whole number born. 
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MARRIAGES, 1870. 



There were 2,362 marriages reported in the State of Rhode Island 
in 1870 ; which is 73 more than in 1869, and more than in kny pre- 
vious year. 

Table IV, page 7, shows the number of marriages in each of the 
divisions of the State, in each month, and in each quarter of the 
year 1870. 

SEASON. 

The following table shows the number and percentage of the mar- 
riages in the State of Rhode Island in each quarter of the year 1870, 
compared with the aggregate number and percentage for the seven- 
teen years previous, from 1853 to 1869 inclusive : 



Year 1870. 



Years 1853-1869.. 



^Number... 
C Percentage 

C Number..., 
C Percentage 



First 


Second 


Third 


Fourth 


Quarter. 


Quarter. 


Quarter. 


Quarter. 


673 


590 


495 


704 


24.26 


24.98 


20.96 


29.80 


6,543 


7,157 


6,788 


8,599 


22.49 


24.61 


23.33 


29.57 



Whole 
Year. 

2,362 
100.00 

29,087 
100.00 



We thus see that in 1870 the percentage of marriages in the first 
quarter was decidedly above the aggregate for eighteen years of the 
same quarter, while that of the third was even more decidedly below 
the percentage of the same quarter for the aggregate of eighteen 
years. 
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The foUo-wing table shows the number of marriages, according to 
the nativity of the parties, as reported in Rhode Island in each of the 
last ten years, and also the abrogate for thirteen years, 1858 to 1870 
inclusive : 
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We see from this table that the number of marriages reported in 
1870 was latter than in either of the past ten years ; it waa the 
largest since the commencement of Registration in Rhode Island. 
The number of American marriages was larger than in 1869, hut 
sroaller than in either of the three preceding years. The number of 
foreign marrit^es in 1870 was smaller than in 1869, but, with that 
exception, the largest recorded in these reports. The number of mar- 
riages where the groom was American and the bride foreign, was larger 
in 1870 than in 1869, but smaller than in 1868, and the number of 
marriages where the groom was foreign and the bride American was 
the largest recorded. We presume that the remark made in this 
connection under births has equal application here, and that the 
majority of these brides have fathers and mothers who emigrated to 
this country. The proportion of foreign grooms who marry brides 
the descendants of several generations horn in tiiis country, is proba. 
bly exceedir^ly small. 

The proportion of American, foreign, and mixed marriages, at dif. 
ferent dates, is shown in the following table. The term mixed is 
applied to those marriages in which one party was of American and 
the other of foreign parentage, 
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Although the percentage of marriages where both parties were 
American in 1870 was greater than in 1S69, atill it was less than in 
either of the periods above given, and less than the average for 13 
years, and although the percentage of foreign marriages in 1870 was 
decidedly less than in 1869, it was much larger than in either of the 
periods above given with the exception of the first two, and larger 
than the average for thirteen years. The proportion of mixed mar. 
riages was larger than in any year with the exception of 1868, and 
considerably above the average. 

AGIS OF PE^ONS MARRIED. 

The number of persons married at different periods of life, in the 

year 1870, in the State of Rhode Island, is shown in Table V, on 



The whole number of males and females married at different 
periods of life in 1870 was as follows : 
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One man under 35 married a woman over 65, and five men between 
70 and 80 took a fresh lease of life and entered into matrimonial 
bonds. 

The percentages of males and females at different periods of life, 
in each of the last eleven years, were as follows : 
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DIVORCES. 



The only points worthy of special notice in the last table are that 
in 1870 the percentile of females married under 20 was larger, 
while that of females from 20 to 25 was smaller, than in any previous 
year of the above period, 

COLOBED MAisiAOGB. 

There were 70 marnagOB in 1870, in the State of Rhode Island, 
among colored people. This number is precisely the same as in 1869. 

Of the 70 marriages of colored persons in 1870, 52 were in the 
city of Providence, 8 in Newport, 2 each in East Greenwich, War. 
wick, and North Providence, and I each in East Providence, Scituate, 
Charlestown, and Richmond. 



DIVOEOES. 



The following table shows the number of divorce suits disposed of 
in each county of the State in the year 1870, the party applying for 
the suit, the causes alleged, and tiie disposition by the court. 
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We thus see that there were 237 suits for divorce disposed of by 
the Supreme Court of Rhode Island in the year 1870. This number 
is 52 more than in the preceding year. Of these 237 applications 
for divorce 58 were made by the husband, and 179 by the wife. Of 
the 58 suits brought by the husband, 44 were granted, 4 dismissed, 
and 10 withdrawn. Of the 179 suits brought by the wife, 156 were 
granted, 7 dismissed, and 16 withdrawn. 

In nearly all the suits brought by the wife, neglect to provide 
necessaries is alleged. One husband in Washington county made 
the same allegation ; with it was coupled the charges of adultery and 
desertion, and the application was granted. A large proportion of 
both husbands and wives allege adultery and desertion. Six hus- 
bands in Providence county complained of extreme cruelty. In one 
case it was the only cause alleged, and the suit was withdrawn ; in 
another it was associated with adultery and other causes, and the suit 
denied ; in another it was associated with adultery and desertion, and 
the suit dismissed for non-payment ; in one case it was associated with 
desertion, and the suit granted ; and in another it was associated with 
drunkenness and misbehavior, and the suit withdrawn. One husband 
in Washington county applied for divorce on the ground that his wife 
at the time of marriage was pregnant by another man, and the suit 
was granted. 

The whole number of divorces granted in 1870 in the State of 
Rhode Island was 200, an increase of 38 over 1869. In 1870, as we 
have seen, there were 2,362 marriages, and comparing this with the 
number of divorces, we see that there was one divorce to every 11.8 
marriages. In the previous year the divorces were one to every 14 
marriages. While the number of marriages increased in 1870, the 
number of divorces more than kept up with it. 

We have endeavored below to present at a glance the special causes 
assigned, and the number of them in each case of divorce granted in 
1870. The applications which were denied we did not take into 
consideration, because they were so very small a proportion of the 
whole, and because our object was to show the character of the causes 
which in each case were considered sufficient to warrant a divorce. 
We have arranged the cases in columns according as one, two, three, 
four and five causes were alleged. The numerals in the left hand 
columns represent the causes in the order in which they occur in the 
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table on page 65. Thus 1 stands for adultery, 2 for desertion, and 
so on. The numbers 2, 3, 6, in the left column stand for desertion, 
failure to provide &c., and confirmed drunkenness. The numbers in 
the right hand columns show the number of applications granted for 
the causes specified in the left hand columns. With these explana- 
tions we trust the table will be understood. 



One cause 
alleged. 


Number of 
cases. 
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We thus see that of the 200 applications granted, 47 alleged a 
single cause, 80 two, 49 three, 20 four, and 4 five. Of the single 
causes alleged, 18 were granted for desertion, 17 for failure to pro- 
vide &c., and 10 for adultery. Of those in which two causes were 
alleged, 38 were granted for desertion and failure to provide &c. Of 
those in which three causes were assigned, 15 were granted for the 
first three causes. We see also from this table the various combina- 
tions of causes alleged. 

We know of no statistics that furnish more sad reflections than 
these. Evidently crime is at the foundation of much of the ruin and 
unhappiness here brought to light. Adultery, desertion, and drunk- 
enness figure largely in the returns. Hasty marriages, as we claimed 
last year, are doubtless responsible for much, and one can hardly 
wonder, if as was recently the case in Connecticut, a young couple 
see each other for the first time to-day, are married to-morrow, and 
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next month procure a divorce. But where and how shall the evil 
be suppressed ? That it is increasing rapidly is evident, although we 
must not be misled by the experience of a single year. It is the out- 
growth of a lax state of morals, the result we doubt not, in many 
cases, of unrestrained passion, and until some new moral life is 
infused into the mass of the people, until higher views of the sacred- 
ness of the marriage compact prevail,. we fear that we shall see no 
change. We cannot but think, however, that greater stringency in 
the laws on this subject, would aid materially in diminishing the num- 
ber of successful applications. 



DEATHS, .1870. 



There were 3,238 deaths reported in the State of Rhode Island in 
1870. This number is 144 less than in the preceding year, but with 
that exception larger than in any year since 1865. In the city of 
Providence in 1870 there were 1,263 deaths, which was 8 more than 
in 1869 ; in the towns of Providence county there were 1,053, or 73 
less than in 1868 ; in Newport county there were 19 more deaths than 
in 1869. The proportion of deaths in 1870 in the State to the popu- 
lation, was one in 67.1 ; in 1869 this proportion was one in 64.2. 

SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

There were 1,588 males and 1,650 females in the whole number 
of 3,238 decedents in Rhode Island in 1870. 

The following table shows the number and proportions of males 
and females among the decedents, and among the children bom, in 
Rhode Island during the last eighteen years : 

10 years, 1853-82 10,930 males 11,269 females or 96.9 males to 100 females. 

1863 1,621 males 1,586 females or 102.2 males to 100 females. 

1864 1,633 males.... 1,727 females or 94.5 males to 100 females. 

1865 1,686 males.... 1,719 females or 98.1 males to 100 females. 

1866 1,497 males.... 1,473 females or 101.6 males to 100 females. 

1867 1,442 males.... 1,447 females or 99.7 males to 100 females. 

1868 1,413 males.... 1,499 females or 94.3 males to 100 females. 

1869 1,696 males.... 1,686 females or 100.6 males to 100 females. 

1870 1,588 males.... 1,650 females or 96.2 males to 100 females. 

.18 years 23,506 males. . . .24,056 females or 97.7 males to 100 females. 
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IS rears 37,021 males.... 3S,300 females 

It ia evidenL from the above table that the fact stated above, as to 
the whole number of deaths, holds equally well as to the number of 
deaths of males and females ; they were each smaller than in the 
preceding year, and with that exception, larger than in any other 
year since 1865. In 1870 the number of deaths of males was 108 
less, and the number of deaths of females but 36 less, than in the 
preceding year. 

SEX AKD SEASON. 

Table VI, on page 9, shows the sex of the decedents in each month 
of the year 1870, in each division of the State. The following table 
shows the number and percentile of deaths in Rhode Island, in each 
quarter of the last three years, and also in the aggregate for fifteen 
years, from 1853 to 1867, inclusive. 
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The order of the months in respect to mortality in Rhode Island, 
and the number of deaths in each month in each of the last four 
years, have been as follows : 



1870. 

August 396 

July 333 

January 301 

September 298 

December 282 

October 271 

March 256 

November 240 

February 224 

May 223 

April 220 

June 194 



1869. 

August 360 

September 348 

October 312 

July 305 

November 302 

December 267 

April ; 263 

February 263 

March 261 

January 242 

May 233 

June 226 



1868. 

August 361 

Sei)tember 321 

December 268 

October 260 

July 234 

March 228 

\May 227 

April 219 

November 215 

February 214 

January 195 

June 170 



1867. 

August 305 

September 298 

December 267» 

March 266 

October 251 

July 249 

January 246 

February 218 

April 218 

November 212 

May 184 

June 175 



As is usually the case, thfe largest number of monthly deaths in 
1870 was in August, and the smallest number in June. With the 
exception of August 1864, when the number of deaths was the same, 
the number of deaths in August 1870 was larger than in any month 
in any year since August 1863, when it was 424. The number of 
deaths in July 1870 was more than in any previous July since the 
commencement of registration in Rhode Island ; the nearest approach 
to this number being 315 in July 1865. 



PARENTAGE OF DECEDENTS. 

The parentage of the decedents in the State of Rhode Island in 
1870, determined by the birth-place of the father of the decedent, 
was as follows : American parentage, 1,799 ; foreign parentage, 
1,439 ; total, 3,238. Seven towns reported no decedents of foreign 
parentage in 1870 ; these were Barrington, Jamestown, Little Comp- 
ton. New Shoreham, Tiverton, Foster, and Exeter. Eight other 
towns, viz. : West Greenwich, Middletown, Portsmouth, East Provi. 
dence, Glocester, Scituate, Charlestown, and Hopkinton, reported 4 
or less decedents of foreign parentage. Six towns, all in Providence 
county, reported more decedents of foreign than of American parent- 
age in 1870 ; these were Burrillville, Cranston, North Providence, 
Pawtucket, Smithfield, and Woonsocket. The same towns, with the 
addition of Bristol, Watren, Cumberland, and the city of Providence, 
reported in 1870 more children bom of foreign than of American 
parentage. 
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The following table shows the number and percentage of the dece- 
dents of American, and of foreign parentage, in Rhode Island, in 
each of the last five years, and also in the aggregate for thirteen 
years, from 1858-1870, inclusive. 





1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


1869. 


1870. 


1868-1870. 


Fabentage. 


No. 


Perct 


No. 


Perct 


No. 


Percl 


No. 


Perct 


No. 


Perct 


No. 


Perct 


Ameiican 

Foreiim 


1,765 
1,205 


59.4 
40.6 


1,739 
1,150 


60.19 1,676 
39.81 1.227 


57.55 
42.14 


1,947 
1,435 


57.57 
42.43 


1,799 
1,439 


55. 55 1 22,619 
44.45 15.274 


58.82 
39.73 


Not stated ....... 




9 


00.31 




559 


1.45 






















Total 


2.970 


100.00 


2,889 


100.00 2.912100.00! 3..S82 


100.00 


3,238 


100.00 38,462 


100.00 















It is evident from this table that in 1870 the proportion of 'dece- 
dents of American parentage was less than in either of the previous 
five years, and less than the average for thirteen years, while the 
proportion of decedents of foreign parentage in 1870 was greater 
than in either of the previous five years, and greater than the average 
of thirteen years. 

AGE OF DECEDENTS. 

The particulars in relation to the aggregate and average age of 
the decedents in each town and division of the State, in 1870, are 
given in the first table of this report ; and the number of decedents 
of each sex in each division of ages is shown, for each town in the 
State, in Table VII, beginning on page 10. 

From the first table it appears that the' average age of all the 
males, who died in Rhode Island, in 1870, was 31.02 years, and the 
average age of all the female decedents was 32.75 years. The 
greatest average age in any town in the State in 1870, was 55.40 
years in Portsmouth, and the least average age was 25.03 in North 
Providence. In these towns the average age of the whole number 
of decedents was less than in the city of Providence. 

The following table shows the average age of the decedents in each 
division of the State in each of the last three years, and also in the 
aggregate for two periods of five years each, viz. : from 1858-1862, 
and from 1863-1867, inclusive : 
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Bristol Connty 

Kent County 

Newport County 

Providence County : Towns 

Providence City 

Washington County 

Whole State 



1870. 
Years. 

. .35.41. . . 

.38.75... 

. . ol • Oo • • • 

• mOkJm /\). • • 

• .2o.0o. • • 

..41.02... 



1869. 1868. 1863-67. 
Years. Years. Years. 

. . • .«>0. 90. ...... .Oo. V I ....... .t)ft. 4c). a 

. . . .wU. J./....... mOO^OO^ ...... .9U.OX. . 

. . . .«>t7. /U. ...... .vA .l/l/. ...... .do. 04. . 

a . . .SO .00. ...... .^•7.00. ...... mJtOtXOm . 

. . . .AO>UO. ...... ,dU moi t ...... .AO.OU. . 

. . . .tKJ . 40. ...... .^X . XO. ••.... .«M/. O § m m 



. . . .d0.2u. ...... .32.80. ...••• .30.75. • 



1858-e2. 
Years. 

a ..35.56 

• . .32.1u 

...35.01 

...28.44 

...25.78 

...34.21 

...29.42 



It is thus evident that in 1870, the average age of the decedents 
in the whole State, and in each division of the State, with the excep- 
tion of Newport county, was greater than in 1869. The greatest 
average age of the decedents in 1870 was in Washington county. As 
is usually the case, the average age of the decedents in the city of 
Providence in 1870, was less than that of the decedents in the towns 
of Providence county. 

PERCENTAGE OF DECEDENTS AT DIFFERENT AGES. 

The following table, continued from previous reports, shows the 
percentage of decedents in Rhode Island, in each division of ages, in 
each of the last eight years, and also in the aggregate mortality for 
ten years and seveii months from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 
1863, inclusive : 



PERCENTAGE OF DECEDENTS AT DIFFERENT AGES. 



Periods of Life. 



Under 1 year. . 

1 and imder 2., 

2 and under 5., 

Total under 5. . 

5 and under 10 
10 and under 20 
20 and under 30 
30 and under 40 
40 and under .50 
50 and under 60 
60 and under 70 
70 and under 80 
80 and under 90 
90 and over. . . . 

Total 



1870. 


1869. 


1868. 


1867. 


1866. 


1865. 


1864. 


1863. 


20.0 


17.8 


19.9 


17.8 


16.2 


16.3 


16.1 


14.8 


7.2 


8.1 


7.5 


6.5 


7.6 


9.1 


8.2 


9.7 


6.2 


8.8 


6.0 


4.9 


6.6 


10.6 


12.1 


11.1 


33.4 


34.7 


33.4 


29.2 


30.4 


36.0 


36.4 


36.6 


3.3 


5.7 


3.5 


3.3 


4.2 


7.3 


6.9 


6.0 


6.6 


6.9 


4.8 


5.7 


6.0 


7.7 


6.3 


6.4 


10.3 


8.8 


9.7 


11.8 


10.0 


9.0 


8.3 


8.6 


7.9 


6.8 


7.6 


9.0 


8.8 


8.5 


7.2 


8.6 


7.1 


7.4 


7.4 


7.5 


8.6 


5.9 


6.5 


7.0 


7.3 


7.9 


8.4 


7.8 


7.8 


6.2 


6.6 


6.6 


8.5 


8.1 


9.2 


9.6 


9.1 


6.9 


7.1 


7.7 


9.1 


8.1 


8.2 


9.1 


9.0 


7.0 


7.6 


8.1 


5.7 


4.7 


6.5 


5.7 


4.9 


4.6 


5.7 


4.2 


0.8 


0.9 


1.3 


1.3 


1.2 


0.9 


1.4 


1.3 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



lOyrs. 
7mos. 



17.6 
9.8 
9.6 

37.0 

5.0 
5.8 
9.5 
8.7 
7.5 
6.7 
6.9 
7.3 
4.6 
1.0 

100.0 



We see from the above table that the percentage of decedents 
under one year in 1870 was larger than in any of the previous years 
mentioned^ while the percentage of those under five years was smaller 
than in 1869, and the same as in 1868. The percentage of dece- 



18T0.] 



DEATHS. 



73 



dents from 20 to 30, and from 70 to 80, in 1870, were larger than in 
either of the years mentioned, with the exception of 1867. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 

The number of deaths among the colored population of Rhode 
Island in 1870, was 128, or five less than in 1869, and with that 
exception, more than in any previous year since 1865. These deaths 
in 1870 occurred in the diflSerent towns of the State as follows: 
Providence, 83 ; Newport, 22 ; East Greenwich, 5 ; Cranston, 4 ; 
Bristol, and South Kingstown, each 3 ; Warwick, and Charlestown, 
each 2 ; and Coventry, East Providence, North Providence, and 
Richmond, each 1. Total, 128. 

According to Sex, there were 65 male, and 63 female decedents. 

With respect to Season, the deaths were as follows : January 11 ; 
February, 11 ; March, 15 ; April, 7 ; May, 4 ; June, 12 ; July, 8 ; 
August, 14, September, 6; October, 17; November, 12; December, 
11.. Total, 128. 

The average age of the colored decedents in 1870, was as follows : 

Providence. Best of State. Whole State. 

Males 24.21 25.68 24.71 

Females 28.67 40.13 32.86 

The number of births, marriages and deaths among the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of the State in 
1870, as compared with the colored population by the census of 1870, 
is as follows : 



Counties. 



Bristol 

Kent 

Newport 

Providence Co. : Towns. 

Providence City 

Washington 

Whole state 



Colored 
Dpnlation, 
1870. 


Births, 

Colored, 

1870. 


o popnla- 
on, one 
irth in 


_ « 


f popnla- 
on, one per- 
>n married 


eaths. 

olored, 

1870. 


a 


EH-:2« 


S 


0';s s.a 


PO 


188 
338 


10 

7 


18.8 
45.4 






3 

8 


4 


42.2 


935 


18 


51.9 


8 


58.4 


22 


360 


10 


36.0 


4 


45.0 


6 


2,584 


104 


24.8 


62 


24.8 


83 


729 


9 


81.0 


2 


182.2 


6 


5,134 


158 


32.5 


70 


36.7 


128 



§•5^3 

H-5P 

62.7 
42.2 
42.5 
60.0 
31.1 
121.5 

40.1 



We have presented in the above table, for the first time, the returns 
of the colored population of the State by the census of 1870. There 
has been an increase in the whole State, since the census of 1865, of 

10 
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1,047 ; of this increase 873 belongs to the city of Providence. All 
the counties in the State have shared in this increase, with the excep- 
tion of Bristol county, and in it the number of colored inhabitants is 
22 less. The increase is without doubt chiefly due to emigration into 
the State from the South. 

The following table shows the number of births, marriages, and 
deaths, in each of the last ten years, among the colored population of 
Rhode Island : 

1861 97 births 30 marriages 109 deaths. 

1862 96 births 23 marriages 90 deaths. 

1863 i 73 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1864 69 births 35 marriages 121 deaths. 

1865 87 births 51 marriages 129 deaths. 

1866 124 births 65 marriages 123 deaths. 

1867 144 births 61 marriages 106 deaths. 

1868 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 136 births 70 marriages 133 deaths. 

1870 158 births 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

Total 1131 births 657 marriages 1153 deaths. 

It is evident from this table that in 1870 the number of births was 
larger than in any previous year of the period mentioned ; the number 
of marriages was less than in 1868, and the number of deaths greater 
than in any year, with the exceptions of 1865 and 1869 ; the number 
of births exceeded the number of deaths by 30. The total excess of 
deaths over births for the period of ten years was 22. This is quite 
a rapid diminution ; for in 1869 for nine years the excess was 52 ; in 
1868 for eight years, 55 ; in 1867 for seven years, 91 ; and in 1866 
for six years, it was 130. According to the present rate of progress, 
therefore, another year will show for a period of eleven years an 
excess of births over the number of deaths ; in short, it may fairly 
be presumed that our colored population has attained a sure footing, 
and will continue to increase. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH, 1870. 



We have already stated that the number of deaths in Rhode 
Island in 1870 was 3,238. Since the commencement of registration 
in the State there have been but three years, viz. : 1864, 1865, and 
1869, in which this number has been equalled. In Tables VIII, IX, 
and X, we have given the sex, age, and percentage of the decedents, 
from each cause of death, together with the number from each cause, 
in each month of the year, and the percentage of mortality from each 
cause, and from each class of causes in each division of the State. 

We are very glad to notice in the returns of this year a large 
decfi^ease in the number of deaths reported as " unknown," or " cause 
not stated.'* In the year L870 there were only 137 deaths in the 
State of Rhode Island reported as unknown, including 7 cases of 
sudden death. In the previous year 300 were thus reported. This 
is doubtless due to increased care and assiduity on the part of the 
town clerks, and we trust that the nimiber of deaths reported imder 
this head will steadily diminish, until it has reached a small and 
legitimate ratio. 

The following table shows the whole number of deaths reported in 
1870 in each division of the State, and the number and proportion of 
the deaths in each division, for which no cause is stated : 





Bristol 
County. 


• 

i 

8 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
Co.: Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


Washington 
County. 


Whole 
State. 


Nximher of deaths. ....... *.^* *....*. *..*... 4*.* 


146 


251 
13 


283 

12 


1,053 
89 


1,263 
14 


242 
9 


3,238 
137 


Cause not stated 








One in 




19.8 


23.6 


11.8 


90.2 


26.9 


23.6 
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The following table shows the proportion of deaths reported as 
unknown, for each division of the State, and for the whole State, for 
each of the last eight years : 



Years. 



cci S 



1863, 


one in 


1864, 




1865, 




1866, 




1867, 




1868, 




1869, 




1870, 





16.5 

57.0 

64.3 

163.0 



33.2 
41.2 



o 

11.2 
12.6 
27.4 
11.4 
13.6 
5.0 
5.8 
19.3 



Newport 
County. 


Providence 
Co.: Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


26.5 


6.9 


46.7 


11.6 


8.5 


45.7 


13.4 


8.2 


55.0 


22.4 


9.6 


45.0 


34.5 


7.4 


64.0 


20.8 


5.2 


46.2 


52.8 


5.3 


83.6 


23.6 


11.8 


90.2 



•9^ 

00 S 

« 5 

^5 



J2 • 



24.7 
47.6 
32.9 
23.3 
14.3 
10.1 
16.1 
26.9 



14.7 
16.1 
16.4 
17.3 
14.8 
10.1 
11.3 
23.6 



We see from this table that the number in 1870 is much smaller 
than in either of the years mentioned, and that with the exception 
of the returns from the towns of Providence county, and from New- 
port county, there has been a very marked improvement in all the 
divisions of the State in this respect. In Providence county there is a 
move in the right direction, and we shall hope to see this still enor- 
mous proportion diminished by another year. For some reason, New- 
port county in the present year seems to have had a large accession 
to the number of these deaths. We trust that in the next report 
there will be a still smaller percentage of deaths recorded under 
this head, and if both physicians and town clerks are faithful to 
their duty, we shall not be disappointed. 

The following table gives the thirteen principal causes of death, 
in the State of Rhode Island, with the number reported from each 
cause in each of the last two years, and also in the aggregate for 
sixteen years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to December 
31st, 1868i inclusive : 



1870. 

Whole Number 3,238 

Consamption 575 

Cholera Infantum 213 

Old Age 204 

Fever, Typhoid, &c 187 

Pneumonia 182 

Apoplexy and Paralysis. . . .130 

Heart, Diseases of. 117 

Accidents 102 

Convulsions and Fits 85 

Cancer^ (all kinds) 80 

Scarlatina 75 

Dysentery 55 

Croup 53 



1869. 

Whole Number 3,382 

Consumption 549 

Scarlatina 286 

Old Age 217 

Pneumonia 190 

Cholera Infantum 151 

Fever, Typhoid, &c 133 

Heart, Diseases of. 128 

Apoplexy and Paralysis 117 

Accidents, (all kinds) 103 

Convulsions and Fits 79 

Hydrocephalus 76 

Dysentery 74 

Cancer, (all kinds) 66 



June Ist, 1852, to December 
31st, 1868, 16 years, 7 months. 

Whole Number 41,671 

Consumption 7,305 

Pneumonia 2,172 

Old Age 2,130 

Scarlatina 1,793 

Cholera Infantum 1,698 

Dysentery 1,646 

Fever, Typhoid, Ac 1,481 

Heart, Diseases of. . .• 1 ,314 

Accidents, (all kinds) 1,288 

Apoplexy and Paralysis. .1,249 

Croup 904 

Convulsions and Fits 798 

Hydrocephalus 601 
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We see from the above table that Consumption is in its usual place 
at the head of the list ; in 1870 the number of deaths it occasioned 
is much larger than usual, but we shall refer to this subject farther 
on. The second place on the list is filled by Cholera Infantum, an 
occurrence which has never before happened. Old Age comes next, 
and with the exception of 1865, it has never stood lower on the list, 
though occasionally second. Fevers stand fourth on the list, as they 
did in 1867 and 1866, being third in 1865. Pneumonia, which was 
second in 1866, third in 1867 and 1868, and fourth in 1869, is in 
1870 fifth on the list. Croup appears on this list for the first time in 
five years. Diseases of the Brain, if we included all deaths returned 
under this head in connection with Congestion of the Brain, and 
Inflammation of the Brain, would take a middle place on the list, 
but it has not been the custom to class them together in this manner, 
and consequently they do not appear. Debility and Dropsy are each 
returned as the cause of more deaths than the last two or three on 
the list, but as the former is often a misnomer, and the latter only a 
secondary cause, they have no place. 

SCABLATINA IN RHODE ISLAND, 1855-1870. 

We proceed to add to the statistics given in previous reports on 
Scarlatina, and we would state in the first place that the deaths from 
this cause were 75, or 211 less than in 1869. The epidemic which 
existed throughout the last part of 1868, and the whole of 1869, had 
exhausted its material. 

The following table shows the number of deaths from Scarlatina in 
each of the sixteen years from 1855 to 1870, inclusive, and also the 
whole number of deaths for the whole sixteen years in each division 
of the State : 
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SCARLATINA IN BHODE ISLAND, 1866-1870. 



[1870. 



YKAH8. 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
Co.: Towns. 


Proridence 
City. 


Washington 
County. 


Whole 
State. 


1855 


22 
3 


1 

20 
11 
2 
3 
2 
4 

"19' 
17 

"3 

23 

6 


1 

3 

47 

75 

4 

7 

7 

3 

23 

19 

3 

8 

1 

3 

12 
3 


6 
57 
47 
61 
14 
17 

9 

19 
24 
80 
86 
12 

2 

34 
72 
22 


42 

144 
32 
72 
45 
17 
28 
14 
33 

141 

108 

3 

10 

50 

138 
35 


• • « • • 

1 

10 

1 

16 

9 

4 

10 

6 

8 

*i* 

24 

8^ 


71 


1856 


208 


1857 e 


147 


1858 


5 
5 
4 
2 
3 
1 
1 

33 
6 
1 
2 

17 
1 


234 


1859 


71 


I860 


64 


1861 


57 


1862 


47 


1863 


91 


1864 


266 


1865 


255 


1866 


28 


1867 '. 


14 




93 


1869 


286 


1870 


75 








105 
2,413 


HI 
3,649 


219 
5,176 


662 
13,210 


912 
17,185 


98 
3,032 


2,007 
44,665 



It will be seen from the above table that in 1870 there were but 
18 deaths from Scarlatina outside of Providence county, and almost 
half of the whole number occurred in the city of Providence. The 
proportion of deaths from Scarlatina to the whole number of deaths 
for the whole period of sixteen years, was as follows : 



Bristol County one hi 23.0 

Kent County one in 32.9 

Newport County one hi 23.6 

Providence County, Towns one in 23.6 

Providence City one m 18.8 

Washhigton County one in 30.9 

Whole State one m S^ 
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The similarity between the proportionate mortality from Scarlatina 
in Bristol County, in Newport County, and in the towns of Providence 
County, as shown by the above table, is quite striking. 

The following table shows the sex, parentage, and ages of the 
decedents, with the season and locality of their deaths, in connection 
with sixteen of the most important causes of death in Rhode Island 
in 1870. 
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We proceed to consider some of the facts presented in these tables. 
In the first place the number of deaths from accidents in 1870 was 
only one less than in 1869. The majority of deaths was again 
among males, but there was an increase of 7. in the female deaths ; 
there was also a slight increase in the proportion of foreign deaths 
from this cause. We observe that the largest number of deaths 
from accidents were as usual among those under five years of age, 
and the decade from 40 to 50 comes next. 

It has been already stated that the number of deaths from Cholera 
Infantum (213) in 1870, was the largest number that has ever been 
reported in Rhode Island. The following table shows the number of 
deaths from Cholera Infantum in each division of the State, and in 
the whole State, for each of the last ten years. 
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It would be a matter of some interest to ascertain the proportion 
of these deaths to the infantile population under five years of age, 
but the necessary facts cannot be obtained. 

The following table shows the parentage of the decedents from 
Chplera Infantum in this State for each of the last six years-^the 
parentage of decedents not being given in the tables prior to that date. 
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We see from these tables that the deaths from Cholera Infantum 
in 1870 were far more numerous than in either of the previous years 
cited. The chief increase is due to the city of Providence and the 
towns of Providence county. In the other counties, with the excep- 
tion of Kent, the deaths in 1870 were less numerous than in several 
other years in the period mentioned. It is also seen from the second 
table that these decedents were not very unequally divided between 
those of American and of foreign parentage. It is rather a matter 
of surprise that this difference is not greater, as Cholera Infantima is 
much more likely to prevail among the poor and destitute living in 
unhealthy localities. Under the section of Meteorology we have 
presented some statistics of this disease in connection with the meteo- 
rological phenomenon of the summer of 1870, when this disease pre- 
vailed to so great an extent. 

The deaths from Croup (53) in 1870 were 12 more than in the 
previous year, and more than in any year since .1866, when they were 
the same as in 1870. They were chiefly in the city and county of 
Providence, and were quite equally divided as to sex and as to parent- 
age. • Nearly four-fifths of them occurred in children under five years 
of age. It will be noticed that the last three months of the year 
presented a constantly increasing number of deaths, and in the earlier 
months of 1871 the disease prevailed to a very unusual extent in 
and around the city of Providence, and was quite fatal. We have to 
notice therefore, in this report, only the commencement of an epi- 
demic. 

The deaths from Fevers (187) in 1870 were 54 more than in 1869, 
and more than in any year since 1865, when they were 229. There 
was in 1870 an unusual disproportion between the sexes. 

The following table shows the number of deaths of each sex, and 
the total number of deaths from fevers for each of the last seven years : 

1870. 18G9. 1868. 1867. 1866. 1865. 1864. 

Males 83 65 56 65 73 114 56 

Females 104 68 55 66 77 115 56 

Total 187 133 Ill 131 150 229..; 112 

We thus see that usually there has been a most extraordinary 
equality between the two' sexes in the deaths from fevers, and it 
therefore renders the disparity of 1870 still more striking. In 1870, 
also, there was a larger proportion of these deaths among those of 
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foreign parentage. In 1869 there were 90 of American, and 43 of 
foreign- parentage, while in 1870 there were 96 of American, and 81 
of foreign parentage. The last five months of the year 1870 present 
a large majority of these deaths, and the number of 28 in August is 
quite exceptional. 

The deaths from Old Age in 1870 (204) were 13 less than in 1869. 
The proportion of the sexes and of parentage were about the same. 
In the city of Providence there was one less death than in 1869 : the 
towns of Providence county have 13 less deaths, and Bristol county 
one less, while Kent county had 8 more, Newport county 10 more, 
and Washington county 2 more deaths from this cause. As to 
months, January and August each had 22, May and November each 
21 deaths. The number of deaths of those of 80 years and over was 
10 more than in 1869. 

It has already been remarked that the deaths from Consumption 
(575) in 1870, in Rhode Island, were more numerous than in any 
previous year of registration, and 26 more than in 1869. The fol- 
lowing table shows the total deaths from all known causes, with the 
number and percentage from Consumption, in the several divisions of 
tho State, in each of the last ten years. 
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We see from the above table that the number of deaths from 
Consumption is lai^er than in either of the years in the above period, 
while the percentage, though larger than in the preceding year, is 
with that exception, smaller than in any other year since 1865. The 
deaths from this cause in 1870 were less than in the previous year, 
in Kent county, Newport comity, and in the towns of Providence 
county ; there was an increase in Providence city, and in Washington 
county, and the same number as last year in Bristol county. Kent 
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county shows the largest percentage for ten years, and the towns of 
Providence county the next largest, while Bristol county shows the 
smallest. In 1870, however, Washington county gives the largest 
percentage of deaths from this cause, and Kent county the next, 
while New]X)rt county presents the smallest. 

The following table gives the number of monthly deaths from 
Consumption for each of the last ten years : 
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We see from this table that in 1870 there were more deaths from 
this cause in January than in any preceding January, and the same 
remark is true of May and July, respectively. For the whole period 
of t«n years the least number of monthly deaths has been in June, 
and then in February, while the largest has occurred in December. 
The largest number of deaths in any one month was 60 in October, 
18t)5, and in March, 1867, while the smallest was 31, and occurred 
in May of 1864 and 1867, and in February of 1865. 

The following table shows the parentage of the decedents from 
Consumption for each of the last six years : 
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We see from this table that the deaths of those of American pa- 
rentage were somewhat less than in 1869, while those of foreign 
parentage were decidedly greater. Comparing the parentage of the 
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decedents from Consumption in 1870 with the total number of dece- 
dents of American and foreign parentage as given in Table I, we find 
that of all the decedents of American parentage 17.6 died from Con- 
sumption, and of all the decedents of foreign parentage 18.0 died 
from the same cause. Thus the deaths from Consumption form a 
larger proportion of the deaths among foreigners than among the 
native population. 

The following table shows the number of deaths of males and fe- 
males from Consumption in each of the last ten years, and the total 
number of each for the whole period. / 
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We thus see that in 1870 the number of male decedents from Con- 
sumption was less than in the preceding year, and less than in any 
year since 1865, when it was Jhe same. It is worth noticeing that 
three times in the last ten vears the number of male decedents has 
been the same. The number of female decedents in 1870 was much 
larger than in either of the years of the above period. 
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DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

Tho following table shows for each of the last twelve years the 
whole number of deaths-,, the number of deaths from Diseases of the 
Heart with tho percentage of the same, the parentage of the dece. 
dents since 18C4, and the sex and the proportion of these deaths to 
the population. 





Whole 
Dc^tha. 








DI?E* 




TI,E 


_„. 


BT. 




iWtha. 


Per 

cent. 






Proportinn lo tho 
Population. 




Am, For. 


" 


T. 




a,«o 

S.BK 

8,m 

8,405 

i,m 

2,889 

a,oi8 
s.3ai 

3,K1S 


86 

m 
lis 








23 
67 

SI 

67 

77 






3 


48 

as 

87 

el 






la 
u 

*7 

« 
68 










1-13 


1882 






lOOS 








1-M 


IBM 






1 BIB 




77 


25 


„ 






lBff7 


1023 




" 1,696 

" J,0B7 


1BB9 










as,6S7 


Law 








MS 


"• 

















It is evident firom this table that in 1870 the deaths from these 
causes were less than in the preceding year, and that although 
the whole number of deaths was less, the percentage of deaths from 
these causes was diminished ; the diminution was real and not apparent, 
and consequently the proportion of deaths from these causes to the 
population has diminished. It will be observed that the percentage 
in 1870 was smaller than in any year since 1865, and that there has 
been a gradual diminution since 1868. Comparing 1870 with 1866 
it is evident that there has been quite a decrease in the number of 
decedents of American, and an increase in those of foreign parentage. 
As regards sex we see by the total f»r twelve years, that a much 
larger number of males than of females died from Diseases of the 
Heart. 

The following table shows the deaths from these causes in tho 
different divisions of the State for each of the years from 1859 to 
1870, inclusive : 
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We observe a diminution in the deaths from these causes in 1870, 
in all the divisions of the State, with the exception of Bristol 
County. 

The following table shows the ages of the decedents from Diseases 
of the Heart ia Rhode Island in each of the last ten years : 
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We see &om the above table that the largest number of deaths 
from these causes occur between the period of 70 to 80 years, and 
from that point there is a gradual decrease with each decade until 
we reach the group of under 20. 
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The following table shows for each of the last eleven years, viz. : 
from 1860-1870, inclusive, the whole number of deaths, the number 
of deaths from the above causes, the percentage of the whole num- 
ber, the parentis of the decedents since 1864, the sex, and the 
proportion of the deaths from these causes to the population. 
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We thus see that in the year 1870 the number of deaths from 
Apoplexy and Paralysis was larger than in either of the previous 
years mentioned, and the percentage was also the lai^est. There 
■were 13 more deaths from these causes in 1870 than in 1869, and it 
will be noticed that this increase was among American males. The 
number of deaths of foreign parenti^e, and the number of deaths 
among females was the same for the two years. The mortality from 
these causes for the period of eleven years, it will be observed, is 
very evenly divided between the sexes. The foreign population 
seems to be unusually exempt. It would be interesting to trace the 
relative proportioii of mortality from these diseases among the Amer- 
ican and foreign population over a given age, but the census returns 
of 1870 are not yet sufficiently complete for that purpose. 



18T0.] CAUSES OP DEATH. 91 

Tlie following table shows the ages of the decedents from Apo. 
plexy and Paralysis for each of the last ten years : 
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We observe here the same i&ct as was mentioned in connection with 
Diseases of the Heart. The largest number of deaths from Apoplexy 
and Paralysis were in the decade from 70 to 80, and then there is a 
regular descent with each decade. By comparing the last table 
with the similar one under Diseases of the Heart, it will be observed 
however, that under 50 a much larger number die from Diseases of 
the ■ Heart than from Apoplexy and Paralysis. In 1870 there is a 
slight diminution in the number of deaths under, and a decided 
increase in those over 60 years of age. 

The following table gives the number of deaths from the same 
cause, in each division of the State, for each of the last eleven years : 
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We see from this table that the increase of deaths from these 
causes in 1870, in the towns of Providence county was more than the 
increase in the whole State. We also observe a slight increase in 
the city of Providence. 

SUICIDE. 

We close this report with some statements with regard to Suicide. 
There were 27 suicides in 1870 in the State of Rhode Island, which 
is a much larger number than ever before reported. In 1869 there 
were but 15, and in 1868 there were 18 cases. It will thus be seen 
that in 1870 there was a decided increase in the number of those 
unfortunates, who took their lives into their own hands. This num- 
ber of 27 comprised 23 males, and 4 females, and of the whole num- 
ber, 18 were of American and 9 of foreign parentage. Eight were 
males from 40 to 50, and 7 males from 50 to 60 years of age ; 4 were 
over 60, and one young man under 20. Ten cases of Suicide occurred 
in the city of Providence, and 12 in the towns of Providence county. 
Of the occupations as given, 7 were mechanics and artisans, 5 labor- 
ers, and 3 business men. We thus see that the active concerns of life 
lost fifteen of their agents by their own hands, One cannot regard 
these statistics without deep sadness. That the number of suicides 
should increase so rapidly within th^ narrow limits of our State, 
gives coloring to the idea of an epidemic of crime. But it is melan- 
choly to think that so many will rashly put an end to a life given to 
them for the fulfilment of noble purposes — for the benefit of their 
fellow men — and still more, for the glory of GOD. 

E. T. C. 



APPENDIX. 



THE REGISTRATION L4W OF RHODE ISLAND. 



REVISED STATUTES, CHAPTER 76, PAGE 189. 



Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or in lieu thereof, an j person 
whom the board of aldermen of any citj, or the town coancil of any to^wn, may« upon 
the written recommendation of an authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical 
Society, appoint for that purpose, are hereby authorized and required to obtain, chrono- 
logically record and index, as required by the forms prescribed by the third section of 
this chapter, all information concerning births, marriages and deaths, occorring among 
the inhabitants of their respeotive towns ; and on or before the first Monday of March, 
annually, to make duly certified returns thereof to the Secretary of State, fbr each year,^ 
ending on the thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same with a list of those 
individuals required by law to make letarns to them, who have neglected the same, and 
with such remarks relating to the object of the law as they may deem important to 
communicate. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to receive the returns made in 
pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall be 
rendered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, to make 
and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and report thereof, 
in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. He shall also cause said returns 
to be arranged, full alphabetical indexes of all the names to be made, the whole to be 
bound in convenient sized volumes, and carefully preserved in his office, for which he 
shall receive the sum of fifty dollars. 

Sec. 8. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of thfs chapter, shall, 
on application, be furnished by the Secretary of State, to clergymen, physicians, nnder- 
takers, tovm clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and other persons requiring them» 
substantially after the following forms, viz : The record of a birth shall state the date 
and place of birth, name and sex of the child, whether living or still-bom, the name and 
surname, color, occupation, residence, and birth-place of the parents, and the time of 
recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The record of a marriage shall state 
the date of the marriage, place, name, residence, and official station of the person by 
whom married, names and sur-names of the parties, age, color, occupation, and residence 
of each, condition (whether single or widowed), what marriage, if second, third, or other 
marriage, the occupation, blrth-plaoe, and names of their parents, and the time ^ 
recording, so &r as the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the 
date of death, name and sur-name of deeealsed, the sex, color, and condition (single or 
married), age, ocoupatioa, place of death, place of birth, names and birth-place of 
parents, disease or cause of death, and the time of recording, so Ibur as can be ascertained. 
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OF HAKBIA0E8. 

Qv^. 4. E\ ery Society of FricDds, clergjmeD, and all others authorized to join persons 
Id marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by them, in 
manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or before the second Monday of every 
month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk of the town in which such rite shall 
have been performed ; and no marriage shall be solemnized, until the parties shall have 
signed and delivered to the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of 
Friends, a certificate containing the information required for the record of a marriage, as 
prescribed in the third section of this chapter. 

OF BIRTHS. 

Seo. 5. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of the towns, annually, in the month 
of January, to collect the facts .required by section third of this chapter, in relation to 
all children born in the. town during the year ending the thirty-first day of December 
next preceding ; and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the clerk shall receive 
ten cents, to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 

OF DEATHS. 

Seo. 6. Whenever any person shall die in the State, it shall be the duty of the physi- 
cian attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours after the death, to 
leave with the family, if any, or persons having the care of the deceased, or to give to 
the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating the name of the 
deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of death. 

OF UNDERTAKERS. 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town, a sufficient 
number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the authorities. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of a person who C(}nducts a funeral, 
or who buries or deposits in a tomb, the body of any deceased person, to obtain the 
facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to deaths, concerning such 
deceased person, together with the physician's certificate of the cause of the death, if a 
physician was in attendance, and on or before the second Monday of the next succeeding 
month to make a return of the facts obtained, together with the physician's certifi- 
c»te, to the clerk of the town in which the death occurred. 

Sec. '9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to attain the objects 
herein contemplated : Provided, they do not conflict with the main and specific object of 
this act, viz : to secure the most perfect registration. 

OF FEES. 

Seo. 10. The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed as aforesaid, shall 
receive for each record of a birth or death, made and returned as required by law. ten 
cents ; and for each re(5ord of a marriage, made and returned as required by law, twenty 
cents ; to be paid to them out of their respective town treasuries : Provided, that the 
yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one town 
clerk or person appointed as aforesaid, who shall faithfully perform the duties prescribed 
by this chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. , Undertakers and others making 
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returns of deaths as required in section eight of this chapter, shall receive for each fiill 
report of a death made to a to^n clerk, five cents in the cities of Providence or Newport, 
and ten cents in the other towns of the State. 

Seo. 11. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any meeting 
of the Society of Friends, or other persons, shall wilfully neglect or refuse to perform 
any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this chapter, he shall, at the discre- 
tion of the court or justice trying the cause, on conviction thereof be fined not exceeding 
twenty dollars for each offence, one-halt thereof to the use of the town in which the 
offence shall occur, the other half to the use of the person who shall complain of the 
same. 

Seo 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, physi- 
cian, coroner, undertaker, or Clerk of the Society of Fi lends, neglects to make the 
returns specified in this chapter, each one shall cause his name and residence to be 
recorded in the clerk's office of the town where he resides. 

Sso. 18. No letters of administration or letters testamentary, shall be granted by any 
court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person until the death of such person^ 
or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified as near as may be, 
to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered according to the provi- 
sions of this chapter. 

Seo. 14. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the town clerk, 
or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the record of any marriage^ 
birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this State as prima facie 
proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Seo. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be distinguished from 
those of residents, in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

' Sec. 16. The Secretary of State ma^, from time to time, vary the form of returns^ 
and require such additional information as he may consider necessary to effect the object 
of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, annually, to be drawn for by the 
Secretary of State, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to defray the expense 
incident to examining, collecting and arranging the registration returns, making the 
necessary tables and drawing up the report required by the second section of this 
chapter. 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 76, OF THE REVISED STATUTES, 
"OF THE REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS.'* Passed 
Fbbeuaet 28, 1868. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. The town clerks or other officers appointed under the act of which this is 
in amendment, to collect, record and return the births in the several towns, shall receive 
fees therefor in the manner therein provided, as follows : For collecting the facts required 
in relation to births, fifteen cents each. For making record and return of these facts as 
required by law, twenty cents each for the first fifty entries, in each calender year, and 
ten cents for each subsequent entry and i eturn. 

Seo. 2. So much of the act of which this is an amendment, inconsistent herewith, is 
hereby repealed. 
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AN ACT IN ADDinON TO CHAPTER 170, OF THE REVISED STATUTES, « OP 
THE CLERKS OF THE SUPREME COURT AND COURT OF COMMON PLEAS." 
Passed March 26. 1868. 

R it enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the clerks of the Supreme Court in the several 
counties, on or before the first day of March in each and every year, to make returns to 
the Secretary of State for the year ending on the thirty-first day of December next pre- 
ceding, of all the applications for divorce, showing the number, the number granted, 
and the causes which are given for the application, in accordance with the blanks which 
shall be furnished them by the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 2. These returns, or a prepared abstract of them, shall be published in the 
annual report upon the births, marriages and deaths in the State. 



